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SECTION I 
 

FORMAL SUBMISSION STATEMENT 
 

Include the following information in this section: 
 

 FORMAL SUBMISSION STATEMENT 

 LEA contact information 

 a listing of the committee of educators appointed by the Superintendent 

 a listing of the parents appointed by the School Board 

 documentation of input into the PPP by educators/parents, and 

 copies of the public notice of the PPP prior to approval of PPP (dates and 
location) 

 
 

The formal submission statement is a formal submission of the LEA’s Pupil Progression 
Plan in compliance with the policies and procedures set forth by the State Board of 
Elementary and Secondary Education. It must be signed by both the LEA 
Superintendent and the President of the School Board. 
 
 

Formal Submission Statement 
 
Assurance is hereby made to the State Department of Education that the Jefferson 
Parish Public School System’s Pupil Progression Plan has been developed in 
compliance with the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education’s Policies and 
Procedures (Bulletin 1566), (R.S. 17:24.4), with all applicable policies and standards of 
Bulletin 741 and Bulletin 1706, and with all applicable federal, state, and local 
regulations.  If any local policy outlined in this plan conflicts with state and/or federal 
guidelines and/or regulations, the state and/or federal regulations/guidelines will 
supersede the local policy.  All documentation relative to the development of this Pupil 
Progression Plan shall be maintained on file by the local education agency. 
 
Assurance is thereby made that this school system shall not discriminate in the 
rendering of services to and/or employment of individuals because of race, color, 
religion, sex, age, national origin, disability, veteran status, or any other non-merit 
factor. 
 
 
 

              
   Superintendent         School Board President 
 
 
 
              
   Date           Date 
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PUPIL PROGRESSION PLAN 

 
LEA CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
 
 
LEA Contact Person (Primary): Michelle Blouin-Williams  
 
 
Telephone Number:  (504) 383 – 1849 
 
 
E-mail Address:  Michelle.Blouin-Williams@jppss.k12.la.us 
 
 
 
If Applicable: 
 
LEA Contact Person (Secondary):  Karen Bucher  
 
 
Telephone Number:  (504) 349 – 7811      
 
 
E-mail Address:  Karen.Bucher@jppss.k12.la.us 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________                        ________________________ 
                 (Primary Signature)                                                                (Date) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Michelle.Blouin-Williams@jppss.k12.la.us
mailto:Karen.Bucher@jppss.k12.la.us
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Pupil Progression Plan Members 
2014-2015 

 
Principals/ Asst. Principals: 
Meg Griffon                                                                    
Gerard LeBlanc      
Vanessa Brown-Lewis                                                   
Semaj Allen                                                                   
Randy Bennet      
Ira Wilson                                                                       
Dawn Matherne                                                            
 
Network Executive Directors: 
Karen Bucher, Co-Chair                                               
Peggy Rome                                                                 
Mark Bailey                                                                 
Amy Hoyle                                                                  
Sabrina Smith                                                              
Darvell Edwards                                                        
 
District Personnel: 
Michelle Blouin Williams, Chief Academic                
     Office and Committee Chair 
Jennifer S. Campbell 
Germain Gilson                                                             
Terri Joia                                                                       
Karen Abell                                                            
Gretchen Williams                                                        
Kris Labruzzo                                                               
Karen Herndon                                                             
Carolyn VanNorman                                                     
Karina Castillo                                                              
 
Parents: 
Alexander Butts III                                                     
Brad Rine                                                                    
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Documentation of Input 
 
The Pupil Progression Plan Committee Members were approved by the Chief Academic 
Officer on May 5, 2014. A core committee of Network Executive Directors and District 
Leaders were notified of their appointment to the committee and the first core committee 
meeting was held on May 7, 2014.  During that meeting, the members decided that it 
was time to recreate this document in the proper format to make it more user friendly for 
all of our stakeholders.  In order to show where information was deleted and added, the 
committee transferred all information from the previous plan into the new format in the 
sections where it appeared to belong. Members were assigned sections of the plan that 
related to their job responsibilities to thoroughly review and to make any needed 
recommendations for changes.  Principals appointed to the committee were also 
assigned sections of the plan that related to their organization level (elementary, middle, 
or high) to do the same review from the perspective of the school leader.  Additional 
committee meetings were held on May, 13, 2014, May 19, 2014, May 22, 2014, May 30, 
2014, and June 10, 2014.  During these meetings, all recommended changes to the 
document were examined by attending committee members and decisions regarding 
amendments and deletions to the document were made.   
 
After all edits were made to the document, it was sent out to all committee members 
and to all principals for a final review with the strike out feature used for deletions and all 
additions bolded so that it was easy to see where changes were recommended.  The 
two parent committee members were also sent the document to look at it from the 
parental perspective.  Finally, an announcement was placed in the Friday, July 11, 2014 
editions of the Times Picayune and The New Orleans Advocate and put on the 
Jefferson Parish Public School System Website informing the public that the document 
would be available for review at the school’s system main office at 501 Manhattan Blvd. 
in Harvey, LA from July 15-July 21, 2014 during regular business hours.   
 
Please see the attached Pupil Progression Plan Committee Member sheet where each 
member signed the statement that they participated and provided input into the 2014-
2015 Pupil Progression Plan.  
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Public Notice 
 

The Jefferson Parish Public School System offered public review of the proposed Pupil 
Progression Plan for the 2014 – 2015 school year through two different media sources: 
 
- a notice for public review of the document from Tuesday, July 15 through Monday, 

July 21, 2014 at the Administration Building located at 501 Manhattan Blvd. was 
placed in the Times-Picayune newspaper issued on Friday, July 11, 2014. 
 

- the Pupil Progression Plan was placed on the JPPSS website from Tuesday, July 
15 through Monday, July 21, 2014 for public review and feedback. 
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SECTION II 
 

STATE AND DISTRICT POLICIES 
 
The Pupil Progression Plan is the comprehensive plan developed and 
adopted by each LEA.  The plan is based on student performance on the 
Louisiana Educational Assessment Program and is aligned to state laws 
and BESE policies. 
 

I. Placement 
 

A.  Kindergarten and First Grade Entrance and Screening Requirements 
 

1. Every child, as a prerequisite to enrollment in any first grade of a public school, shall 
meet one of the following criteria (Bulletin 741 §1107 B): 

 
a. Have attended a full-day public or private kindergarten for a full academic year;  

or 
b. Have satisfactorily passed academic readiness screening administered by the LEA 

at the time of enrollment for first grade. 
 

►Name the academic readiness screening instrument used for those students who are 
entering first grade without attending a full-day public or private kindergarten for a full 
academic year. (This must be consistent with the instrument used for students being 
promoted from kindergarten.)  
 
In compliance with LSA-R.S. 17:151.3, any child who will attain the age of six on or before 
September 30 of the current school year may enter the first grade provided the child has 
attended at least a full day public or private kindergarten program for a full year, or 
achieved a benchmark score on the state approved kindergarten readiness screening.  
The Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System (BAS) will be administered at 
the time of enrollment by the registering school and if a parent refuses the kindergarten 
placement recommendation the student may enroll in first grade the following year at age 
seven before September thirtieth of the current school year.   
 
Students registering from out of state are subject to the same criteria for entering first 
grade as those described above as in state. 
 
Students applying for admissions into the Advanced Studies Academy program must also 
adhere to age eligibility requirements as listed above. 

 
  
2.  The minimum age for kindergarten shall be one year younger than the age required for 

that child to enter first grade. (Bulletin 741 §1111 C) 
 

a. The age at which a child may enter the first grade of any public school at the 
beginning of the public school session shall be six years on or before September 
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thirtieth of the calendar year in which the school year begins. (Bulletin 741 §1111 
D.) 
 

b. Each local educational governing authority, by rule, may provide for a child of 
younger age to enter kindergarten, provided that such child has been evaluated 
and identified as gifted in accordance with the regulations of the DOE for such 
evaluation. Any child admitted to kindergarten pursuant to this paragraph shall be 
eligible to enter first grade upon successful completion of kindergarten, provided all 
other applicable entrance requirements have been fulfilled. (Bulletin 741 §1111 
C.1.) 

 
►Describe the LEA’s policy on early entrance into kindergarten for those students 
identified as gifted, if applicable. 
 
In compliance with LSA-R.S. 17:151.3, this age requirement for kindergarten may be 
waived for any child who has been evaluated and identified as gifted in accordance with 
the regulations of the State Department of Education for such evaluation.   

 
c.   Any child transferring into the first grade of a public school from out-of-state and 

not meeting the requirements herein for kindergarten attendance shall be required 
to satisfactorily pass an academic readiness screening administered by the LEA 
prior to the time of enrollment for the first grade. (Bulletin 741 §1111 C.2.) 
 

►Name the academic readiness screening instrument used for those students from out-
of-state who are entering first grade and not meeting the requirements herein for 
kindergarten attendance.   
 
Students registering from out-of-state are subject to the same criteria for entering first 
grade as those students entering first grade without attending a full-day public or private 
kindergarten program for a full year. 

 
3. Each LEA shall require that every child entering kindergarten for the first time be given 

a nationally recognized readiness screening. The results of this screening shall be 
used in placement and for planning instruction. The pupil progression plan for each 
LEA shall include criteria for placement. (Bulletin 741 §325 C) 

 
►Name the nationally recognized readiness screening instrument used for every child 
entering kindergarten for the first time. 
 
Any child who will attain the age of five on or before September 30 of the current school 
year may enter the kindergarten program. In compliance with LSA-R.S. 17:151.3, this age 
requirement may be waived for any child who has been evaluated and identified as gifted 
in accordance with the regulations of the State Department of Education for such 
evaluation.  In compliance with Act 372, any child who meets the age requirement for 
enrollment in kindergarten will be tested using a nationally recognized screening for 
readiness.  The Developing Skills Checklist (DSC), adopted by the school system from 
the state approved list, will be administered to every child entering kindergarten for 
the first time.  The results of the screening will be used by teachers to determine 
individual instructional needs. 
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B.  Transfer Students 
1.  A student transferred from a state-approved school, in- or out-of-state, public or 

nonpublic, shall be allowed credit for work completed in the previous school. When a 
student transfers from one school to another, a properly certified transcript, showing 
the student’s record of attendance, achievement, immunization, and the units of credit 
earned, shall be required.  (Bulletin 741 §707) 

a. Records, including evaluation information for exceptional students transferring from 
another system, shall be reviewed by pupil appraisal and approved by the 
Supervisor of Special Education before the student is enrolled in a special 
education program. 

 

b. Students in grades five and nine transferring to the public school system from any 
in-state nonpublic school (state-approved and unapproved), or home schooling 
program, or Louisiana resident transferring from any out-of-state school, shall be 
required to pass the English Language Arts and Mathematics portions of the state 
authorized placement test. 

 

2.  Local school officials from any state-approved school receiving a student from an 
unapproved school, in- or out-of-state, approved home study programs, or foreign 
schools will determine the placement and/or credits for the student through screening, 
evaluations, and/or examinations.  (Bulletin 741 §707) 

a. The LEA may require the student to take an examination on any subject matter for 
which credit is claimed.   

b. The school issuing the high school diploma shall account for all credits required for 
graduation, and its records will show when and where the credit was earned. 

c. Students in grades five and nine transferring to the public school system from any 
in-state nonpublic school (state-approved and unapproved), or home schooling 
program, or Louisiana resident transferring from any out-of-state school, shall be 
required to pass the English Language Arts and Mathematics portions of the state 
authorized placement test. 

d. The LEA PPP shall govern whether exceptions to High Stakes Testing Policy will 
be considered for nonpublic and home schooled students who do not participate in 
both spring and summer administrations of the state mandated assessments 
and/or do not attend summer remediation. 

►Describe the placement policies for nonpublic and home schooled students in fourth 
and eighth grades who do not participate in both spring and summer administrations of 
the state mandated assessments for English and Math and/or do not attend summer 
remediation.  

Grades 4 – 9 
The following transfer/re-admission procedures must be followed for placing a 
student re-entering grades 4-9 from home schooling or a student who lacks 
documentation of sufficient school attendance.  
 
Students entering grades 5 or 9 from a non-public school in Louisiana must take 
and pass the LEAP test.  If the transferring student has not taken the LEAP test, 
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he/she will have to take and pass the LEAP placement test before he/she can enroll 
in 5th or 9th grade. 
 
Students entering grades 4, 6, 7 or 8 from an unapproved school must take and 
pass the district benchmark assessment, the Riverside Iowa Benchmark Test 
provided by the state, before enrolling in these grade levels. 
 
Students entering grades 4 – 9 from an approved Louisiana nonpublic school or an 
out of state/country school do not need to take the district benchmark assessment 
before enrolling in these grade levels.  Students will be placed according to the 
grade level attained from the out of state/country system. 
►Describe the placement policies for transfer students entering transitional 9th grade. 
 
A student who qualifies for transitional 9th grade in another school district in 
Louisiana will be placed in the transitional 9th grade program when enrolling in 
JPPSS.   
 
A student transferring from out-of-state with qualifications for transitional 9th 
grade, based upon that state’s requirements, must be reviewed by the Network 
Executive Director over high schools and the Executive Director of College and 
Career Readiness in order to determine appropriate placement.  For more 
information, see “Grade 8 Promotion” under Promotion K – 8, Section C:  
Elementary Program of Studies Requirements. 
 
►Describe the policies for the placement of all students, including kindergarteners, 
transferring from all other systems and the provisions for awarding credit for elementary 
students (K–8) and secondary students (9–12), including: 
o Approved schools within the state (public/nonpublic) 

 
o Approved out-of-state schools (public/nonpublic) 

 
o Home Study and Unapproved schools (public/nonpublic) 
 

 Students entering 5th or 9th grade 

 Names of the entrance tests used to determine grade placement 

 The procedure used for determining Carnegie credit for high school students 
 

a. Transfers within the School System 
Students transferring within the school system during the school year must present an 
official withdrawal form from the school in which they are leaving, in order to register at 
the new school. 
 
Students with an approved transfer to attend an out of attendance zone school must 
present the official transfer request form identifying the transfer status. 
 
The parent/legal guardian of the transferring student should sign a release form 
indicating legal permission to release student records from the school last attended. 
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The school’s designated registrar will provide the parent/guardian with information on 
registration policies, procedures, student placement and testing policy. 

 
b. Transfers from a State-Approved School (public/nonpublic; in-state/out-of-state) 

In addition to “a” from above: 
 

The transferring student must provide a properly certified transcript, showing 
his/her record of attendance, achievement, and the units of credit earned. 
 
A transferring student entering grades 4, 6, 7, or 8 does not need to take a 
placement test before enrolling in these grade levels.  Students will be placed 
according to the grade level attained from the previous system. 
 
Students entering grades 5 or 9 from a non-public school in Louisiana must take 
and pass the LEAP test.  If the transferring student has not taken the LEAP test, 
he/she will have to take and pass the LEAP placement test before he/she can 
enroll in 5th or 9th grade. 
   
A school administrator may place any new student, after assessment, in the 
grade and/or subject most appropriate for the student.  When a student enters 
Jefferson Parish Public School System from another district, he/she generally 
will be enrolled in the grade level to which s/he was assigned at his/her former 
school. 
 
The transferring student will be allowed credit for work completed in the 
previous school. 

 
c.   Transfers from Unapproved Schools 

In addition to “a & b” from above: 
 
Students entering grades 4, 6, 7, or 8 from an unapproved school must take and 
pass a placement test before enrolling in these grade levels. 

 
The principal shall request the Carnegie unit entrance examination from the 
appropriate central office unit.  
 

The school issuing the high school diploma must account for all credits 
required for graduation and document when and where this credit was earned. 

 
d.   Transfers from Foreign Schools 

The school system will determine the placement of students transferring from 
foreign schools. Credits earned by students in American schools in foreign 
countries shall be accepted at face value.  The counseling staff at the assigned 
high school will determine the number of credits transferred from the departing 
school to the receiving school.  The Executive Director of English Language 
Learners and the ESL (English as a Second Language) office staff are available 
for translation purposes and consultation regarding transferred credits.   

 
e. Transfers from Approved Home Study Programs 
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In addition to “a & b” from above: 
 
A BESE-Approved Home Study program provides Louisiana families the 
opportunity to independently educate their child.  In a BESE-Approved Home 
Study program, parents have complete control and responsibility for educating 
their child.  Parents’ primary responsibilities include:  
1. selecting and using the curriculum to teach their child;  
2. determining the child’s grade placement; and  
3. submitting initial and renewal home study applications to the Louisiana 

Department of Education for approval. 
 
A home-study student is NOT eligible to participate in academic or special 
education programs, including gifted and/or talented.  
 
State testing is not required for BESE-approved home study programs.  
However, a parent may schedule state testing (i.e., English Language Arts, 
mathematics, science and social studies) for their child through the school in 
their attendance zone.  Administered tests shall correspond with the enrolled 
grade.  It is the parents’ responsibility to make testing arrangements with the 
appropriate school.  There is a $35 per child testing fee. 

 
In accordance with state guidelines, when a student transfers from home 
schooling to an approved public school:  
1. The school shall have the authority to test the student to determine the 

appropriate grade level placement or award Carnegie unit credit. 
2. The student must meet testing requirements of the state accountability 
program. 

 

f. Special Considerations 
All special considerations will be reviewed through the Academic Behavior 
Intervention Team (A/BIT) at the school site, with input and approval from the 
appropriate Network Executive Director when necessary.   

 
g. Re-admission Procedures from Home Study or Insufficient School Attendance 

1. Kindergarten 
   A student transferring from home study, or who lacks documentation of 

sufficient school attendance as a kindergarten student into the Jefferson Parish 
Public Schools must have reached the age of five by September 30th to be eligible 
for kindergarten. 

 
2. 1ST Grade 

   A student transferring as a first grade student into Jefferson Parish Public Schools 
from home study, or who lacks documentation of sufficient school attendance 
must have reached the age of six by September 30th to be eligible for first grade.  
The transferring student must pass The Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark 
Assessment System (BAS) and a beginning of year first grade math 
assessment administered by the registering school.  

 
3. 2nd Grade and 3rd Grade 
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A student transferring as a second grade student into Jefferson Parish Public 
Schools from home study or who lacks documentations of sufficient schools 
attendance must pass The Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 
(BAS) and a beginning of year second grade math assessment administered 
by the registering school.   

 
A student transferring as a third grade student into the Jefferson Parish Public 
Schools from home study or who lacks documentations of sufficient school 
attendance must pass The Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 
(BAS) and a beginning of year third grade math assessment administered by 
the registering school. 

 
4.  Grades 4 – 9 

The following transfer/re-admission procedures must be followed for placing 
a student re-entering grades 4-9 from home schooling or who lacks 
documentation of sufficient school attendance.  
 
Students entering grades 5 or 9 from a non-public school in Louisiana must 
take and pass the LEAP test.  If the transferring student has not taken the 
LEAP test, he/she must take and pass the LEAP placement test before he/she 
can enroll in 5th or 9th grade. 
 
Students entering grades 4, 6, 7 or 8 from an unapproved school must take 
and pass the district benchmark assessment before enrolling in these grade 
levels. 
 
Students entering grades 4 – 9 from an approved Louisiana nonpublic school 
or an out of state/country school do not need to take the district benchmark 
assessment before enrolling in these grade levels.  Students will be placed 
according to the grade level attained from the out of state/country system. 
 
Students coming from out of state or country do not need to take the district 
benchmark assessment.  Placement is based on report grades.  If report card 
grades are available from foreign countries, they are used to facilitate 
placement, however immigrant students are placed age appropriately in 
grades K – 8.  Immigrant students in grades 9 – 12 are placed accordingly to 
foreign credits earned.  Students with no earned high school credits are 
placed in 9th grade regardless of age.   
 
See page 22 – ELL age appropriate placement. 
 
Immigrant students take benchmark assessments when they are enrolled, 
but they do not take benchmark assessments to enter a grade because they 
often lack English proficiency.   

 
5. Grades 10 -12 

a.   Students entering grades 10, 11, or 12 will be screened with a proficiency 
exam to determine general level of student achievement according to the 
following criteria: 
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 If the parent is unable to provide extensive documentation of a sustained 
curriculum during home study in the identified subject area for which a 
Carnegie unit is being requested, and if the student scores at or above the 
school system average percentile for the preceding school year on the total 
battery, then the student will be readmitted as a freshman. 

  

 If the parent provides extensive documentation of a sustained curriculum 
during home study in the identified subject area for which a Carnegie unit is 
being requested, then the student will be administered the appropriate 
Carnegie unit proficiency exam to determine if Carnegie units can be 
awarded for each of the subjects taught during home study. 

 
b.  A student admitted to grades 9-12 who meets the criteria established in steps 3 

and 4 shall be granted Carnegie units of credit by passing a home study 
admission examination for each course for which a Carnegie unit is requested. 
After the subject area consultants developed proficiency examinations, the 
State Department of Education approved the re-admission tests and 
determined the passing score. 

 
c.   After the student has demonstrated a passing score on the proficiency 

examination, then the course title earned shall be entered on the Certificate of 
High School Credits (transcript).  Minimum proficiency standards must be 
indicated in the remarks column.  

 
d.  The student shall not be allowed to take proficiency examinations in courses 

previously completed in high school or at level below that which the student has 
completed. 

 
e.  The student shall not be allowed to take proficiency examinations in art, music, 

and health and physical education.   
 

h. Placement Options 
1. Kindergarten and Grades 1 and 2   

 
A transitional K-1, 1-2, and/or 2-3 program may be offered to any at-risk 
kindergarten, first, or second grade student in lieu of retention.  The Academic 
Behavior Intervention Team (A/BIT) may recommend this placement as an 
alternative to retention. 
 
A transitional K-1, 1-2, or 2-3 program provides a transitional remedial 
intervention approach to addressing academic and developmental deficiencies.  
This curriculum will provide a blend of prerequisite skills and on grade level 
curriculum. 
 
Students in the first, second, or third grade program may be considered for 
promotion to the next grade based on the promotional criteria for that grade. (1st 

and 2nd grade: reading and math; 3rd grade: reading, English and math). 
 

2. Grade 4 
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Fourth graders are promoted to 5th grade when they pass all promotional subjects, 
meet the state LEAP assessment requirement, and meet the state’s attendance 
requirement. Students who do not are retained in 4th grade.  
 
A grade 4 student who scores below the BASIC/APPROACHING BASIC 
combination on both the English Language Arts and Math portions of the spring or 
summer 2014 LEAP shall remain in grade 4 for a maximum of one additional year 
in 2014-2015 unless he/she: 

 passes the appropriate retest(s) 

 receives an override or appeal (according to Bulletin 1566 guidelines) 

 receives a one-time waiver (LEP students only) 

 qualifies for fourth grade transitional program  

 qualifies for a district waiver 
 

A fourth grade transitional program will be offered to any fourth grade student who 
attempts the summer retest and scores at least Approaching Basic in both English 
Language Arts and math and passes all fourth grade promotional subjects. 
 
Students assigned to fourth grade transitional placement should be scheduled for 
fifth grade coursework and provided remediation in any of the four components that 
were not attained with at least an Approaching Basic score.  In order to be 
considered for sixth grade, the student must pass all fifth grade promotional 
subjects. 

 
 

3. Grade 8 Assignment Options 
a. Eighth graders who pass all eighth grade promotional subjects and who score 

at or above the BASIC/APPROACHING BASIC combination level on both 
the English Language Arts and math components of the state’s 2013 – 
2014 LEAP and meet attendance requirements are promoted to the ninth grade 
for the 2014 – 2015 school year.  An 8th grader may be considered for a waiver 
or policy override to proceed to grade 9 only if the student fulfills the guidelines 
set forth in Bulletin 1566. 

 
b. Eighth graders who do not pass all promotional subjects and/or meet the state 

LEAP requirement or meet the state attendance requirement may be retained in 
8th grade unless they qualify for a state waiver or transitional 9th grade.  

 
c. Eighth graders who are repeating because they have scored 

UNSATISFACTORY on the mathematics and/or English Language Arts 
components of LEAP and do not qualify for transitional 9th grade shall not take 
or receive Carnegie credit for any high school courses in a content area in 
which they scored UNSATISFACTORY on the eighth grade LEAP.  These 
students may receive Carnegie credit in other courses.  

 
d. If an 8th grader is retained due to 8th grade course failure or failure to meet 

attendance requirements, the principal shall offer as many Carnegie unit 
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courses to the student based upon the required secondary teacher certification 
of a middle school teacher(s) in that particular Carnegie unit course. 

 
e. Transitional 9th Grade Policy 

A student who is retained, only due to not meeting the required standard 
scores on the 2013 – 2014 LEAP test when testing in the spring, attends 
the required summer remediation, and takes the retest but still does not 
meet the passing standard or the requirements for other state waivers 
WILL be placed on a high school campus in transitional ninth grade.   
Students enrolled as Transitional 9th grade students will be required to 
take the high school remediation course for any subject (ELA/Math) in 
which their LEAP score was BELOW BASIC.  They will be permitted to 
enroll in a Carnegie credit-bearing course concurrently.  For more 
information, see “Grade 8 Promotion” under Promotion K – 8, Section C:  
Elementary Program of Studies Requirements. 

 

4.  Credit Recovery Program Grading Policy 9-12 
The Credit Recovery program offers students an opportunity to repeat failed core 
courses using an individualized-paced, interactive computer program. Student 
activities are adjusted based upon the student’s individualized mastery of skills.  
Pre and post-assessments are part of each course. Once students have completed 
all requirements for a particular course, the facilitator will complete the necessary 
paperwork for issuing the student’s grade and submit it to the school counselor 
who will then make the appropriate adjustments to the student’s transcript.  
Grading criteria for the program is as follows: mastery tests/quizzes/exempted 
assignments (50%), offline assignments (25%), and unit posttests (25%). 

Carnegie Credit Policy Clarification: The BESE board approved revisions to clarify 
the Carnegie credit policy (§2314 in Bulletin 741) based on feedback from 
educators and school leaders. 
 
If a student is enrolled in a course for the first time - one that is not identified as a 
Credit Recovery or Accelerated course - he or she must earn credit using the 
traditional seat time pathway once the academic coursework begins. Students in 
Credit Recovery courses with a corresponding end-of-course test must factor an 
end-of-course test into their final Credit Recovery course grade. If a student has 
previously passed the exam, he or she may "bank" the score to be factored into the 
Credit Recovery course grade. 

   

i.   Overage Students 
1.  Grades 6 and 7 

Students who are fifteen (15) years old or will be 15 during the school year are 
eligible for the Connections Program during the 2014 – 2015 school year. 

 
2.  Grade 8 

Students who will be 15 anytime during the 2014 – 2015 school year and meet the 
additional requirements listed on the Career Diploma Participation Application, may 
be considered for the path to a Career Diploma.  This decision to pursue a Career 
Diploma will be made in consultation with parent, principal and student. 
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►List the placement test(s) administered to the above-mentioned transfer students, if 
applicable. 

 
LEAP General Administrative Rules for Transfer Students 

 
a. TRANSFER STUDENTS (Louisiana residents who attended out-of-state schools, 

nonpublic schools, or are enrolled in approved home study programs): 
 
1.  Requirements for transfer students in grade 4 or 8 or students who are seeking to 

enroll in grade 5 or 9 who have never been in membership* in a public school in 
Louisiana or students who were in membership in a Louisiana public school(s) and 
still reside in Louisiana but attend an out-of-state school, or students who 
transferred from Louisiana nonpublic schools or from an approved home schooling 
program are as follows: 

 

 A student who seeks to enroll in a Louisiana public school in grade 5 or grade 9 
after the 2014 LEAP summer administration and before school starts must take 
and pass the English Language Arts and mathematics portions of the 
placement test. 

 

 A student who seeks to enroll in a Louisiana public school in grade 5 or grade 9 
after school starts and before February 15 must take and pass the English 
Language Arts and mathematics portions of the placement test. 

 
b. TRANSFER STUDENTS (out-of-state students who have become Louisiana 

residents): 
 

 1.  Requirements for transfer students in grade 4 or 8 who have never been in 
membership in a public school in Louisiana or who were in membership in a 
Louisiana public school(s), then moved out of state and transferred to an out-of-
state school are as follows: 

 
* Student membership is determined when an enrolled student is identified with the 
following minimum required identification elements: state identification number, full 
legal name, date of birth, gender, race, district and school code, entry date, and 
grade placement.  (Adapted from Sec. 10, 10.1, Student Information System User’s 
Guide, Louisiana Department of Education.) 

 
 EOC General Administrative Rules for Transfer Students 

 
The following rules apply for transfer students who are Louisiana residents transferring 
into the Louisiana public school district from out-of-state schools, nonpublic schools, or 
approved home study programs. 
 
1. A transfer student is not required to take the EOC tests for courses he or she already 

successfully completed for Carnegie credit. 
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2. A transfer student shall be required to take the EOC tests for courses he or she 
previously took but did not pass. 

 
3. A transfer student may choose to take an EOC test for a course he or she already 

successfully completed if he/she scored Needs Improvement on an EOC test in 
another course and the student must pass the EOC test for one of the EOC pairs. 

 
Student membership is determined when an enrolled student is identified with the 
following minimum required identification elements: state identification number, full legal 
name, date of birth, gender, race, district and school code, entry date, and grade 
placement. (Adapted from Sec.10,10.1, Student Information System User’s Guide, 
Louisiana Department of Education) 

 
A student must be in membership in Louisiana public school(s) for 160 days per year or 
80 days per semester in order to be eligible to receive grades.( Standard no 2.055.03, 
Bulletin 741, Louisiana department of Education. 

 
Guidelines for Nonpublic and Home Study Students Transferring to the Public School 

System for the 2014 – 2015 school year: Participation in the LEAP 
 

A student who is transferring from an in-state nonpublic school or a home study program 
or a Louisiana resident* who is transferring from an out-of-state school to enroll in the 
Louisiana public school system at grades 5 or 9 shall be required to take the 4th or 8th 
grade LEAP English Language Arts and Mathematics test.  Fourth and eighth grade 
students must score Basic or above on either the English Language Arts or the 
Mathematics component of LEAP and Approaching Basic or above on the other.  The 
following guidelines shall apply. 

 
1. Students may take LEAP during either a spring or summer administration prior to 

enrollment.  It is the responsibility of the parent(s) to contact the local school system, 
or Local Education Agency (LEA), District Test Coordinator to register for the test. 

 
2. The non public school and the parent(s) (or home school parent[s]) are responsible for 

providing to the LEA District Test Coordinator, at least ten (10) working days prior to 
the testing date, appropriate documentation required for requested standard testing 
accommodations. 

 
3.  Students with disabilities who have a current 1508 evaluation will participate in LEAP 

testing.  Promotional decisions for these students will adhere to the High Stakes 
Testing Policy. 

 
4.  LEAs may charge a fee, not to exceed $35.00 per student, for the testing of nonpublic 

and home schooled students.  This fee shall be refunded upon the student’s 
enrollment in that public school system the semester immediately following the testing.   

 
5.  Students who participate in a spring administration and fail to score at the required 

achievement level(s) are eligible to retake the LEAP at the following summer 
administration. 
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6.  LEAs shall offer LEAP summer remediation to nonpublic/home study 4th and 8th grade 
students who fail to score at the required LEAP achievement level(s), as well as to 
nonpublic/home study 4th and 8th grade students who did not test in the spring but 
wish to prepare for the summer administration.  LEAs may charge a fee, not to exceed 
$100 per student, for such remediation.  The summer remediation fee shall be 
refunded upon the student’s enrollment in that public school system that semester 
immediately following summer remediation. 

 
7.  Students who fail to score at the required achievement level(s) are not required to 

attend the summer remediation offered by the LEA to be eligible to take the summer 
retest.  However, students must attend the LEA offered summer remediation to be 
eligible for the appeal process or the policy override. 

 
8.  Only students who fail to score at the required achievement level(s) after participation 

in both the spring and summer administration of LEAP and who attend the summer 
remediation offered by the LEA are eligible for the appeals process or the policy 
override, provided all criteria are met (see the High Stakes Testing Policy). 

 
9.  Students who participate only in the spring administration or only in the summer 

administration and fail to score at the required achievement level(s) are not eligible for 
the appeals process or the policy override.  These students are not eligible to take The 
Iowa Tests for placement purposes. 

 
10.Students transferring into local school systems after the LEAP summer retest but prior 

to February 15 are required to take the state selected Iowa Test for grade placement if 
the student has not taken LEAP. 

 

 Students taking The Iowa Test are not eligible for a retest or for the appeals 
process.  These students may be eligible for the policy override based upon a 
decision by the A/BIT. 

 
11.The 2013 – 2014 High Stakes Testing Policy and the local Pupil Progression Plan shall 

govern grade placement of students transferring to the local school system in 2014 – 
2015.   

 
* A Louisiana resident transferring from any out-of-state school is defined as a 
student who  lives in Louisiana but attends school in an adjacent state. 

 
C.  Limited English Proficient (LEP) Students, Native American and Migrant 

students 
 

1. The requirements of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 are as follows: 
 
a.  Establish procedures to identify language minority students. 

 
►Describe the procedures the LEA has established to identify language minority, Native 
American and Migrant students. 
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At the time of a student’s initial enrollment/registration, all parents/guardians of 
enrolling students will complete a Home Language Survey (HLS), a Migrant 
Education Survey and a 506 form (Indian Education).  These forms are completed 
to: 
a. determine the primary or home language (regardless of whether or not a student 

speaks English); 
 

b. determine whether the student should be included in the federal Migrant and/or 
Indian Education programs.  The completed forms are placed in the student’s 
permanent cumulative folder and scanned to the appropriate ESL testing center. 

 
b.  Establish procedures to determine if language minority students are Limited English 

Proficient. 
 
►Describe the procedures the LEA has established to determine if language minority 
students are Limited English Proficient. 

 
If the HLS indicates that student’s primary home language is not English and/or the 
student’s home language is not English, the student is sent to the East or West Bank 
Registration Center for English proficiency testing.  The student’s English proficiency is 
assessed in all four (4) domains (speaking, listening, reading & writing) of language using 
the World Class Instructional Design and Assessment (WIDA).  

 
c. Establish procedures for age-appropriate placement and determine the specialized 

language services or program the district will use to address the linguistic and 
cultural needs of the Limited English Proficient student. 

 
►Describe the procedures for age-appropriate placement and the specialized language 
services or program the LEA will use to address the linguistic and cultural needs of the 
Limited English Proficient student. 
Students in Grades K-8 are placed in a grade level that is chronologically age appropriate.  
In grades 9-12 LEP students are placed in the appropriate grade level based on awarded 
credits earned.  For immigrants, the school principal, guidance counselor, and/or a 
representative from the English as a Second Language office will use The 
International Transcript Guide to award credit.  Entering LEP students 15 years or older 
are placed on a high school campus.  If an immigrant student was not age appropriately 
grade placed in a district school other than Jefferson Parish, the ESL coordinator may age 
appropriately place the child at the time of registration.   

 
Students who are identified as non-English speakers or limited English proficient (LEP) 
shall be offered specialized language services which address their instructional needs in 
acquiring the English language and academic content. 
 
Students will be provided bilingual parity of access to content where practicable through 
the means of ―highly qualified‖ bilingual paraprofessionals where practicable. In addition, 
the identified students will be provided instructional support that fosters success in all 
content areas (mathematics, science, social studies, and language arts). 
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If the parent refuses the alternative language program (ESL), the child will be placed in his 
or her district school in the general education program. The Accommodation and 
Correlation for ELLs (ACE) form is completed by personnel designated by the principal 
within the first 30 days of school.  The child will receive appropriate accommodations and 
support.   

 
d.  Establish procedures to monitor former Limited English Proficient students for two 

years.  
 

►Describe the procedures the LEA has established to monitor former Limited English 
Proficient students for two years. 

 
At the beginning of each school year, the ESL office will inform schools of all former ELLs 
who have met the state exiting criteria and are now in Monitor Year One (M1) or Monitor 
Year Two (M2).  M1 and M2 students will be monitored quarterly by the ESL office and 
school-based personnel.  If they receive grades of Ds or Fs on their nine week grade 
reports the ESL office and school administrators jointly determine an appropriate course 
of action for the student.  

 
e.  No LEP student shall be retained solely because of limited English proficiency. 

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964: Title VI prohibits discrimination on the 
grounds of race, color, or national origin by recipients of federal financial 
assistance. The Title VI regulatory requirements have been interpreted to prohibit 
denial of equal access to education because of a language minority student's 
limited proficiency in English.  (See: Louisiana District and School Administrators 
English Language Learners Program Handbook)  

  
f.   Annual Language Assessment 

All students identified LEP (including students whose parents have refused 
ESL services) are annually assessed with the state-selected language 
assessment, the English Language Development Assessment (ELDA), to 
determine their progress in learning English. 

 
D.  Review of Placement 

1.  Review of promotion and placement decisions may be initiated by the local school 
superintendent and/or parent or guardian (R.S. 17:24.4 G). 

 
2. Each local school board may adopt policies whereby it may review promotion and 

placement decisions, in order to ensure compliance with its local plan (R.S. 17:24.4 
G ). 

 
►Describe the LEA’s policy that addresses how promotion and placement decisions are 
monitored periodically to determine that the LEA’s policies are being implemented 
uniformly across the system. Explain how, upon request, an individual, such as a parent, 
teacher, principal, superintendent, etc., could initiate an individual review. 
 
a. Criteria for Determining Instructional Placement 

http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/waisidx_99/34cfr100_99.html
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The teacher must make a comprehensive assessment of individual student 
performance, including grades and available iLEAP/LEAP test scores from 2013 – 
2014, to determine instructional placement.   
 
Instructional placement for students with disabilities should include general education 
classes and electives as appropriate under federal law.   

 
b. Placement Options Advanced Level (Honors) 

At the middle and high school level all students are eligible for these courses/levels.  
Advanced level honors curricula are planned to provide students challenging and 
rigorous course work. 

 
c. Instructional Placement Changes 

1. At the middle and high school level, student may be recommended for advanced 
level (Honors) placement, or a parent and/or student may request to be placed in 
an advanced level (honors) course(s). 

2. When a decision is made to change a student’s placement, a written record 
verifying that the parent/guardian has been informed of the decision; the due 
process relating to the placement will be filed in the student’s cumulative folder. 

 
d. Reporting Placement 

Report cards will indicate the level at which the student is working for secondary 
students. 

  

e. Responsibility for Placement 
It is understood that the principal (or designee) is responsible for placement decisions 
made at the school for individual students. 

 
f. Review of Placement 

Jefferson Parish Public School System’s policy on promotion and grade placement 
decisions is monitored to ensure uniform implementation of grade placement policies.  
 
An individual request by a parent or teacher for review of a promotion or a placement 
decision is made at the school level through the principal.  A request for review of a 
school-based decision should be submitted in writing to the Chief Academic Officer or 
designee. 
 

II. Attendance Policy 

A. Elementary students shall be in attendance a minimum of 60,120 minutes (equivalent 
to 167 six-hour days) a school year.  In order to be eligible to receive grades, high 
school students shall be in attendance a minimum of 30,060 minutes (equivalent to 
83.5 six-hour school days), per semester or 60,120 minutes (equivalent to 167 six-
hour school days) a school year for schools not operating on a semester basis.  

 
B. In accordance with LSA-R.S. 17:221, students who have reached the age of 

seven shall attend a private or public day school or participate in an approved 
home study  program until they reach the age of eighteen (18). 
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C.  In accordance with Act 59 of Louisiana Statue RS 17:221F, 16 and 17 year olds 
who meet criteria established by the SBESE, and with parental or guardian 
consent, may exit school in order to enroll in a board-approved adult education 
program and shall be considered to be in compliance with the compulsory 
school attendance law.  

 
The criteria to allow 16 and 17 year old students, with parental or guardian 
consent, to exit school to enroll in an adult education or vocational-technical 
program as follows: 

 Pregnant or actively parenting 

 Incarcerated or adjudicated 

 Chronic mental or physical illness 

 Institutionalized or living in a group setting 

 Economic and/or family hardship 
 
For immigrant students, the district’s attendance policy begins at the date of 
registration.  The student’s promotion to the next grade is determined by the 
achievement of passing grades in his/her classes. 

 
D.  Exceptions can be made only in the event of extended person illness as verified 

by a physician and/or extenuating circumstances as approved by the Parish 
Supervisor of Child Welfare and Attendance, in consultation with the principal. 
Refer to Procedures and Policies for Parents and Students Handbook. 

   

III. Promotion K – 8 

Based upon local school board policy pursuant to these guidelines, each teacher shall, on 
an individualized basis, determine promotion or placement of each student [Act 750, R.S. 
17:24.4 (G)].  Local school board policies relative to pupil progression will apply to 
students placed in regular education programs, as well as to exceptional students and to 
students placed in alternative programs.  Placement decisions for exceptional students 
must be made in accordance with the least restrictive environment requirements of state 
and federal laws. 

A. Requirements of the Louisiana Educational Assessment Program  

1.  A Pupil Progression Plan shall require the student’s proficiency on certain tests as 
determined by the BESE before he or she can be recommended for promotion. 
(R.S. 17:24.4) 

 
2. In addition to completing a minimum of 23 or 24 Carnegie units of credit as 

required by BESE, the student shall meet assessment requirements to earn a 
standard high school diploma. (Bulletin 741 §2318 and §2319) 

 
3. At the conclusion of the 2014-2015 school year, due to a delay in test scores 

resulting from the administration of new assessments, placement decisions for 
fourth and eighth grade students shall be made according to local pupil progression 
plans, which shall outline the evidence of student learning used to make promotion 
decisions.  Such evidence shall include, but not be limited to, performance on 
classroom assignments or benchmark assessments (Bulletin 1566 §701)  
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a.  LEAs may promote any first-time fourth grade student who did not receive 

sufficient instruction needed to achieve the passing standard on the transitional 
state assessment, but who has demonstrated readiness for fifth grade content 
through evidence of student learning, to the fifth grade. Each LEA shall include 
guidance in its local pupil progression plan outlining the evidence of student 
learning used to make such promotion decisions, including but not limited to 
performance on classroom assignments or benchmark assessments.  

 
b.  LEAs may promote any first-time eighth grade student who fails to achieve the 

passing standard to transitional ninth grade, pursuant to requirements set forth 
in (Bulletin 1566 §503 (B)(1)(d)). For more information, see “Grade 8 
Promotion” under section C:  Elementary Program of Studies 
Requirements. 

 
4. All placement and promotion requirements for 4th and 8th graders shall be aligned 

with current BESE guidelines as outlined in the High Stakes Testing Policy. 
(Bulletin 1566 §701) 

 
5. Students with disabilities participating in the state testing program must be 

provided with accommodations as noted in the students’ IEPs. (Bulletin 1566 §701) 
 
6. Students eligible for services under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 

should have accommodations as noted on their individual accommodation plan 
(IAP). 

 

7. Students with disabilities who participate in the LEAP Alternate Assessment, Level 
1 (LAA 1) shall have promotion decisions determined by the School Building Level 
Committee (SBLC). (Bulletin 1566 §505 A.)  

 

8.  LEP students shall participate in statewide assessment. The SBLC shall be granted 
the authority to waive the state’s grade promotion policy for a LEP student if it is 
the first year the student has participated in LEAP high stakes testing 
(grades 4 or 8).  Waivers cannot be banked.  A LEP student who was granted a 
waiver at the 4th grade level is ineligible for a waiver at the 8th grade level. (Bulletin 
1566 §707 E) 

      
LEP students must pass the same promotional subjects as non-LEP students in 
order to be considered for promotion. 
 

►Describe the LEA’s criteria for determining if a first-time fourth grader will be placed in 
fifth grade, if the student is determined to be non-proficient. Identify which resources will 
be utilized to make the placement decision and who will make the decision. 
  
Students will be determined to be ―non-proficient‖ based on failing final report card 
grades in math and/or English and/or Reading. These students will be required to attend 
summer remediation in the subject(s) in which they received a failing grade 
(English/Reading or Math). A student failing either English or Reading (or both) will be 
considered non-proficient in ELA.  
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A student who (1) attends 80% of the summer remediation AND (2) demonstrates 
improvement and/or proficiency on a standards-based assessment tool, will be referred 
to the school Academic Behavior Intervention Team (A/BIT) for review and a decision 
regarding promotion to the 5th grade.  
 
The A/BIT team will not recommend promotion for a student that receives a failing grade 
in more than two classes except where another policy compels promotion.  
 
When a decision to retain or promote a child is contemplated by the school A/BIT 
committee, a thorough review of all factors involving the child will be conducted. The 
committee will review student performance on the standards-based assessment tool to 
determine if enough evidence exists that the student will be able to succeed at the 5th 
grade level. The district will provide guidance to support these decisions. The decision 
to retain will include consideration of how instruction will address the specific academic 
needs of the retained child during the year of retention. 
 
►Describe the LEA’s plan for intervention and remediation for the non-proficient student 
for the summer and school year.  
 
1. School Year Remediation 

School year remediation will be provided at no cost to students who score at or 
below the APPROACHING BASIC level on the spring LEAP, or Needs 
Improvement on the EOC tests.  Students with disabilities are also eligible for 
remediation, along with regular education students with special support, as 
needed.  Accommodation and modifications will be provided as per student’s 
IEP.  In order to qualify for an EOC waiver students must attend remediation 
unless there are extenuating circumstances.  

 
2. Summer Remediation 
 
Summer remediation for students considered non-proficient will be based on the individual 
student’s needs as determined by their classroom performance. Students will be grouped 
to allow for instruction to be targeted to areas of weakness.  

  
►Describe the LEA’s criteria for determining if a first-time eighth grader will be placed in 
transitional ninth grade, if the student is determined to be non-proficient. Identify which 
resources will be utilized to make the placement decision and who will make the decision.  
 
Students will be determined to be ―non-proficient‖ based on failing final report card grades 
in mathematics and/or English and/or Reading. These students will be required to attend 
summer remediation in the subject(s) in which they received a failing grade 
(English/Reading or Math). A student failing either English or Reading (or both) will be 
considered non-proficient in ELA.  

A student who (1) attends 80% of the summer remediation AND (2) demonstrates 
improvement and/or proficiency on a standards-based assessment tool, will be referred to 
the school Academic Behavior Intervention Team (A/BIT) for review and a decision 
regarding promotion to the Transitional 9th grade. The A/BIT team will not recommend 
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promotion for a student that receives a failing grade in more than two classes except 
where another policy compels promotion.  

A student who was granted an LEP or SPED waiver can be considered for the 
Transitional 9th grade program. If a student does not meet all listed criteria for promotion 
to the 9th grade when the regular school year ends, that student will only be eligible for 
promotion to the transitional 9th grade.  
 
When a decision to retain or promote a child is contemplated by the school A/BIT 
committee, a thorough review of all factors involving the child will be conducted. The 
committee will compare student performance on the standards-based assessment tool 
to determine if enough evidence exists that the student will be able to succeed at the 9th 
grade level. The district will provide guidance to support these decisions. The decision 
to retain will include consideration of how instruction will address the specific academic 
needs of the retained child during the year of retention. 
 
►Describe how you will address remediation for transitional 9th grade students during the 
summer and school year while ensuring credit accumulation and exposure to 9th grade 
level ELA and math content.  
 
1. Students enrolled in transitional 9th grade shall receive remediation in math and/or 

English if they did not score at or above proficient as determined by BESE. A plan 
outlining such remediation shall be included in the student’s Individual Graduation 
Plan. They are still eligible to earn credits in on-grade level courses even if they are 
simultaneously receiving remediation in that subject. 

 
2. Students enrolled in transitional 9th grade shall have opportunities to take all 9th 

grade-level courses that are part of a high school career pathway developed by 
regional teams and approved by the LDE, including but not limited to CTE courses 
and career training opportunities. 

 
3. Students enrolled in transitional 9th grade shall receive dropout prevention and 

mentoring services based on proven strategies to retain and graduate at-risk 
students. 

 
4. Students placed in transitional 9th grade shall not be included in the high school 

graduation cohort during their first year on the high school campus. These students 
can enroll in high school-level classes, including career education courses, that 
parents and schools deem appropriate, i.e. the student is capable of successfully 
passing the course. Because students in transitional 9th grade enter the 9th grade 
cohort the year after they are enrolled as a transitional 9th grader, EOC test scores 
earned by students in transitional 9th grade will be transferred or banked the same as 
students who take EOC exams in middle school. Following one year in transitional 9th 
grade, students shall enter the high school cohort, the same year in which they would 
enter the cohort had they been held back in 8th grade, and they are still eligible to 
graduate in four years. 

 
5. During the summer between the end of the 8th grade year and the beginning of the 

student’s transitional 9th grade year, sending and receiving schools will collaborate 
with each other and the district to plan to support the needs of each student being 
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placed in transitional 9th grade. There are many forms of support that may be 
beneficial to meeting the individual needs of transitional 9th grade students. One 
possible example for accomplishing this is creation of a support team. 

 
6. Similar to planning for student supports, sending and receiving schools will 

collaborate with each other and the district to plan the student’s academic pathway 
during the summer between the end of the 8th grade year and the beginning of the 
student’s transitional 9th grade year. Decisions concerning a student’s pathway 
must be made on an individual student-by-student basis, taking into account the 
previous guidance to determine the most beneficial pathway for each student. 

 

►Describe the function of the SBLC as it relates to student promotion and retention. 

a. PROMOTION 
The academic criterion that follows shall determine student promotion.  For students 
not administered the state assessments, proficiency in grade appropriate skills as 
defined below must be demonstrated. In addition to all other requirements of Bulletin 
741 regarding attendance and courses of study, the promotional policies listed below 
will be in effect during the 2014 – 2015 school year.   

 
1. Kindergarten 

Retention in kindergarten may be made by a recommendation of the 
Academic Behavior Intervention Team (A/BIT) and/or parental consent.  

 
2. Grades 1 and 2 

a. If a student fails any core subject, reading or math, he/she may attend summer 
programs for support but not for promotion. Promotional decisions should be 
reviewed by the school level A/BIT with administrative approval any time 
significant academic improvement is evident. 

 
b. When a decision to retain a child is contemplated, a thorough review of all 

factors involving the child will be conducted.  The decision to retain will include 
consideration of how instruction will address the specific academic needs of the 
retained child during the year of retention. Such review for change in placement 
decisions should be considered at appropriate intervals such as the beginning 
of the school year, the end of first marking period, and prior to the start of the 
second semester. (Appendix: Change in Placement Review Form) 

 
3.  Grade 3 

a.  The following should be reviewed by the school level A/BIT with administrative 
approval for additional promotional decisions: 

 If a student fails any core subject, he/she may attend summer programs for 
support and consideration for promotion. 

 Anytime significant academic improvement is evident; a student’s placement 
should be reviewed. 

 
b.  When a decision to retain a child is contemplated, a thorough review of all 

factors involving the child will be conducted.  The decision to retain will include 
consideration of how instruction will address the specific academic needs of the 
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retained child during the year of retention. Such review for change in placement 
decisions should be considered at appropriate intervals such as the beginning 
of the school year, the end of first marking period, and prior to the start of the 
second semester. (Appendix: Change in Placement Review Form) 
 

c. Only one academic retention is acceptable in the primary grades (K – 3). 
 

4.   Grade 4 
 

a.  When a decision to retain a child is contemplated, a thorough review of all 
factors involving the child will be conducted.  The decision to retain will include 
consideration of how instruction will address the specific academic needs of the 
retained child during the year of retention. Such review for change in placement 
decisions should be considered at appropriate intervals such as the beginning 
of the school year, the end of first marking period and prior to the start of the 
second semester. (Appendix: Change in Placement Review Form) 

 

5.   Grade 5 
a.  The following should be reviewed by the school level A/BIT with administrative 

approval for additional promotional decisions:  

 If a 5th grade student has a failing final average in science or social studies 
on the report card, he/she must have scored at the APPROACHING BASIC 
level or above on the spring 2014 iLEAP in the subject failed in order to be 
considered by A/BIT for promotion to grade 6.  
 

 If a 5th grade student has a failing final average in science or social studies 
on the report card, he/she must have scored at the APPROACHING BASIC 
level or above on the spring 2014 iLEAP in the subject failed in order to be 
considered by A/BIT for promotion to grade 6. 

 
b.  When a decision to retain a child is contemplated, a thorough review of all 

factors involving the child will be conducted.  The decision to retain will include 
consideration of how instruction will address the specific academic needs of the 
retained child during the year of retention. Such review for change in placement 
decisions should be considered at appropriate intervals such as the beginning 
of the school year, the end of first marking period and prior to the start of the 
second semester. (Appendix: Change in Placement Review Form) 

 
6.  Grades 1 – 5  

If a regular education student fails a grade twice and has received appropriate 
assistance through compensatory programs, the student will be referred to the 
A/BIT for appropriate interventions. 

 
7. Grade 8 
.   
  To be promoted to the 9th grade, a student must have a final passing average in the 

academic subjects of reading, English, mathematics, science, and social studies.  
Currently this proficiency is measured by a quality point system equating to letter 
grades.  An annual total of four (4) quality points in each core subject must be 
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earned to pass – with at least one (1) quality point earned in the 4th nine 
weeks.  Additionally, 

 In order to pass a course lasting 4 marking periods, a student must earn a 
passing grade in the 4th marking period and earn a minimum of a 1.0 
average. 

 In order to pass a course lasting 2 marking periods, a student must earn a 
passing grade in the 2nd or 4th marking period and earn a minimum of a 1.0 
average.  Averages of less than 1.0 may not be rounded up to attain a 1.0 
average. 

 For courses lasting one marking period, the letter grade the student earns 
for the marking period will become the student’s final average for the 
course. (e.g., Block Schedule half credit course) 

 

 A student who does not pass all five (5) subjects may be promoted to the 
TRANSITIONAL 9th grade if he/she has failed no more than two (2) subjects, 
attends a state approved summer school and/or district remediation, and 
passes the subject(s) failed.  

 If an 8th grader is promoted to the 9th grade as a result of a BESE waiver, 
he/she will be required to take the high school remediation course in the non-
proficient subject before enrolling in or earning Carnegie credit for English or 
mathematics. 

 
 

8. Grades 9 – 12  
Promotion and retention for grades 9 – 12 are based on the accumulation of 
Carnegie Units. 
 

b.  RETENTION  

1. When a decision to retain a child is contemplated, a thorough review by A/BIT of all 
factors involving the child will be conducted. The decision to retain will be based on 
what will be substantially different during the year of retention that will benefit the 
child from spending two years in the same grade. 

 
2. A/BIT may meet to determine if a change in placement is appropriate after 

academic gain has been examined. 
 

►Describe how the SBLC determines the progression of students with disabilities 
participating in the LEAP Alternate Assessment, Level 1.  List the specific criteria that will 
be used by the SBLC. 

Student Promotion, Individual Graduation Plan, and Graduation for Students with 
Disabilities 

Louisiana H.B. 1015 was signed by Louisiana Governor Bobby Jindal late June 
2014 and currently pending BESE Board Approval. 
http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=916099&n=HB1015%20Act%20
833. 
 
A brief Synopsis of Louisiana H.B. 1015 

http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=916099&n=HB1015%20Act%20833
http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=916099&n=HB1015%20Act%20833
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 Requires a student's Individualized Education Program (IEP) team to determine 
promotion to the next grade for a student with a disability who fails to meet the 
achievement level required for promotion on a statewide test, provided the 
student meets certain criteria established by the IEP team related to 
performance on the student's IEP goals and objectives. If an IEP team 
determines the student is not required to meet state or local performance 
standards on an assessment otherwise required for promotion, requires the IEP 
team to take specified actions related to goal-setting and instruction, including 
identifying a course of study that promotes college and/or workforce readiness, 
career placement and advancement, and transition from high school to 
postsecondary education or work placement. 

 Provides that an alternative pathway to promotion determination by an IEP team 
applies only if in the school year prior to each grade level in which the student 
would otherwise need to demonstrate certain proficiency levels to advance to 
the next grade level, the student has not otherwise met the state and local 
requirements for promotion or has not otherwise met state-established 
benchmarks on the required state assessments. Amends career option 
provisions to permit a student's IEP team to determine an alternative pathway to 
graduation for a student only if the student, for any two of the last three school 
years, or for a high school student, the two most recent administrations of any 
state assessments required for graduation, has not otherwise met state-
established benchmarks on required state assessments.  

 Clarifies that high school promotion determinations for a student with an 
exceptionality are made by the student's IEP team.  

 Requires a student's IEP team to be involved in the development of a student's 
individual graduation plan.  

 Requires certain actions by the IEP team relative to the individual graduation 
plan by the end of a student's 8th grade and 10th grade years.  

 Repeals provision that required school counselor and/or other person 
designated by school principal to be responsible for completing each 8th 
grader's five-year individual graduation plan. 

 Requires an IEP team to take specified actions if it determines that state-
established benchmarks on the required state assessments are no longer a 
condition for promotion or graduation for a student, including establishing 
minimum performance requirements in the student's IEP relevant to promotion 
or graduation requirements, and providing the student and parent with 
information on how requirements that vary from standard expectations may 
impact future educational and career options.  

 Requires that students with exceptionalities be afforded the same opportunities 
to pursue a high school diploma and to exit with all course credits, honors, and 
financial awards as other students. A student with an exceptionality is not 
guaranteed a diploma and must meet either the standard requirements or those 
established by his/her IEP team to be awarded a diploma.  

 Requires that a student with an exceptionality, who meets certain eligibility 
criteria and who completes the requirements of his/her IEP (including any 
assessment required for graduation deemed appropriate by the IEP team), be 
issued a high school diploma. 
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 Provides that if an IEP team determines a student is not required to meet state 
or local performance standards on an assessment for graduation, the student 
must complete IEP program goals and either be employed in an integrated, 
inclusive work environment, demonstrate mastery of specific employability 
skills and self-help skills which indicate that he/she does not require direct and 
continuous educational support from the school district, or have access to 
services not within the legal responsibility of public education or employment or 
education options for which the student has been prepared by the academic 
program.   

 Clarifies a diploma issued to a student with an exceptionality based on 
achieving his/her IEP goals and objectives counts equally and is assigned the 
same number of points in a high school's school performance score calculation 
as are assigned for a diploma issued to any other student.  

 Requires the state department of education, to the extent possible, to track the 
performance of students with exceptionalities and establish indicators to 
identify school systems with disproportionately high rates of students with 
exceptionalities performing below expected levels and declines in performance 
across subgroups of students with exceptionalities.  

 Directs the department, to the extent possible, to develop a monitoring and 
corrective action system to address school systems with high rates of students 
with exceptionalities performing below expected levels.  

 
B. High Stakes Testing Policy 

1. The decision to retain a student in the fourth or eighth grade more than once as a 
result of his/her failure to achieve the passing standard on the English Language 
Arts and Mathematics components of the state mandated assessments shall be 
made by the LEA in accordance with the local Pupil Progression Plan. (See 
Chapter 7 of Bulletin 1566 for additional policies regarding High Stakes Testing.) 

►Describe the LEA’s procedure for determining if a 4th or 8th grade student will receive a 
Mastery/Advanced waiver from the 2014-15 High Stakes Testing Policy. (Bulletin 1566 
§707 A.) 

Due to a delay in the availability of state testing results for the 2014-15 school year, 
JPPSS will not issue this type of waiver.  

 

►Describe the LEA’s procedure for determining if an 8th grade student is granted the U/B 
waiver from the 2014-15 High Stakes Testing Policy. (Bulletin 1566 §707 B.) 
 

Due to a delay in the availability of state testing results for the 2014-15 school year, 
JPPSS will not issue this type of waiver.  
 

►Describe the LEA’s criteria for determining if an 8th grade student will receive a AB/AB 
waiver from the 2014-15 High Stakes Testing Policy. (Bulletin 1566 §707 C.) 
 
Due to a delay in the availability of state testing results for the 2014-15 school year, 
JPPSS will not issue this type of waiver.  
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►Describe the LEA criteria that determine if a student is retained in 4th grade more than 
once as a result of failure to score at or above the required Basic/Approaching Basic 
achievement level on the state mandated assessments for English and Mathematics.  
 
Due to a delay in the availability of state testing results for the 2014-15 school year, 
JPPSS will not issue this type of waiver.  
 

 
►Describe the criteria that determine to what grade a student will be promoted if he/she 
has repeated the 4th grade at least once as a result of failure to pass the state mandated 
assessments for English and Math and if he/she will be 12 years old on or before 
September 30th of the next school year. (Bulletin 1566 §703 C.) 

A student who has repeated the 4th grade at least once as a result of failure to pass 
LEAP and is 12 years old on or before September 30 shall be promoted to the 5th 
grade with approval of the school’s A/BIT team. 

 
►Describe the LEA’s criteria for determining which 4th grade student(s) will be granted a 
Twenty Point Appeal, as outlined in the High Stakes Testing Policy. Describe the criteria 
used by the SBLC to grant the appeal.  
(Bulletin 1566 §707 D.) 
 
Due to a delay in the availability of state testing results for the 2014-15 school year, this is 
not applicable.  

 
►Describe the fourth grade transitional program required for students who meet the 
criteria.  (Bulletin 1566 §703 B.) 

 

The fourth grade transitional program will be modified for the 2015-16 school year due to 
the delay in the availability of state testing results. Any fourth grade student that is 
determined to be ―non-proficient‖ in ELA or Math and is recommended for promotion by 
the schools A/BIT team will be fully promoted to fifth grade. The school’s A/BIT committee 
shall monitor the progress of that student and determine if the student has made an 
appropriate amount of progress at the end of the 2015-16 school year to merit promotion 
to sixth grade.  

 

►Describe the locally-mandated attendance requirements for summer remediation that 
are used as a criterion for exceptions to High Stakes Testing Policy. (Bulletin 1566 §707)   
a.  Grade 4 

During the summer remediation program, students must attend at least 80% of 
the time and demonstrate good effort during the remediation process.  At the 
end of the remediation program, the A/BIT team will convene to review each 
student’s attendance and level of effort and to make final promotional 
recommendations.   

 
b.  Grade 8 

During the summer remediation program, students must attend at least 80% of 
the time and demonstrate good effort during the remediation process.  At the 
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end of the remediation program, the A/BIT team will convene to review each 
student’s attendance and level of effort and to make final promotional 
recommendations.   

 
c.  High School    

1.  EOC summer remediation and retest opportunities will be provided at no cost 
to all students who score at the Needs Improvement level in any subject on 
May EOC administration.   

 
A student who scores at the Needs Improvement level is not required to 
attend the LEA offered summer remediation in order to be eligible for 
summer retest. 
         

2.   Parent/Student/School Compact 
           A parent/student/school compact that outlines the responsibilities of each 

party will 
be required for every child in a Title 1 school.   

 
C. Elementary Program of Studies Requirements 

1. The elementary grades shall provide a foundation in fundamentals of English 
Language Arts, Mathematics, Social Studies, Science, Health, Physical Education, 
and the Arts. (Bulletin 741 §2313) 

 
2.  Each elementary school shall provide 63,720 minutes of instructional time per year. 

(Bulletin 741 §333) 
 
3. Each LEA will provide instruction aligned to BESE-approved standards or locally-

developed and approved curriculum.  (Bulletin 741 §2301) 
 
4. Elementary schools shall offer an articulated foreign language program for 30 

minutes daily in grades four through six and 150 minutes per week in grades seven 
and eight. (Bulletin 741 §2313) (See waiver from state policy in Appendix.) 

►List detailed and specific LEA promotion requirements by grade level for K-8.  If 
promotion criteria for 4th and 8th grade students exceed the state requirements of passing 
the state mandated assessments, list any additional requirements. 

PROMOTION 
For students not administered the state assessments, proficiency in grade appropriate 
skills as defined below must be demonstrated. In addition to all other requirements of 
Bulletin 741 regarding attendance and courses of study, the promotional policies listed 
below will be in effect during the 2014 – 2015 school session.   

 
1. Grading Scale 

 The grading scale for grades 1 – 12 for the school system reflects the following 
numerical 

 equivalents: 
 A = 100 – 93  
 B = 92 – 85  
 C = 84 – 75  
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 D = 74 – 67 
 F = 66 – 0  
 

2. Kindergarten 
Retention in kindergarten may be made by a recommendation of the Academic 
Behavior Intervention Team (A/BIT) and/or parental consent.   

 
3. Grades 1 and 2 

To be promoted to the next grade, a student must achieve the minimum course 
objectives established for his/her placement. 
 
Passing grades in each of the two core subjects of reading and mathematics reflect 
proficiency in grade in grade appropriate skills.  Currently this proficiency is measured 
by a quality point system equating to letter grades. An annual total of four (4) quality 
points in each basic subject must be earned to pass. An elementary student must 
earn at least one (1) quality point in either the 3rd or 4th marking period in order 
to pass the subject for the year. 

 
4. Grade 3 

To be promoted to the next grade, a student must achieve the minimum course 
objectives established for his/her placement.  Passing grades in each of the three core 
subjects of reading, English, and mathematics reflect proficiency in grade appropriate 
skills. Currently this proficiency is measured by a quality point system equating to letter 
grades. An annual total of four (4) quality points in each basic subject must be earned 
to pass.  An elementary student must earn at least one (1) quality point in either 
the 3rd or 4th marking period in order to pass the subject for the year. 

 
The following should be reviewed by the school level A/BIT with administrative 
approval for additional promotional decisions: 

a. If a student fails any core subject, he/she may attend summer programs for 
support and consideration for promotion. 

b. Anytime significant academic improvement is evident, a student’s placement 
should be reviewed by the A/BIT team. 

 
5.  Grade 4 

To be promoted to grade 5, a student must have a passing final average in all five 
academic subjects of reading, English, math, science, and social studies on the report 
card. Currently this proficiency is measured by a quality point system equating to letter 
grades. An annual total of four (4) quality points in each basic subject must be earned 
to pass. An elementary student must earn at least one (1) quality point in either 
the 3rd or 4th marking period in order to pass the subject for the year. 
 

 

6.   Grade 5 
a. To be promoted to grade 6, a student must possess a passing final average in all 

five academic subjects of reading, English, math, science, and social studies on 
the report card. Currently this proficiency is measured by a quality point system 
equating to letter grades. An annual total of four (4) quality points in each basic 
subject must be earned to pass.  An elementary student must earn at least one 
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(1) quality point in either the 3rd or 4th marking period in order to pass the 
subject for the year. 

 
b. With prior approval of the principal, a student who fails one or two promotional subjects 
may be considered for promotion by attending and passing the course(s) at a state 
approved summer school.  

 
c. Students who will be twelve (12) on or before September 30th may be considered 
for promotion by the A/BIT committee and/or principal.  In order for this promotion 
to take place, the principal of the middle school the student will attend must agree 
to this placement.  If there is not an agreement, then the Network Executive 
Directors of the elementary and middle school will make the final decision on 
promotion.  

 
7.  Grades 6 and 7 

a. To be promoted to the next grade, a student must pass five academic subjects of 
reading, English, math, science, and social studies.  Passing grades in these 
subjects reflect proficiency in grade appropriate skills. Currently this proficiency is 
measured by a quality point system equating to letter grades. An annual total of 
four (4) quality points in each basic subject must be earned to pass - with at least 
one (1) quality point earned in the 4th nine weeks. 
 

 
b. If a sixth or seventh grader passes four of five academic subjects, the student will 

be allowed to progress in the course sequence in the four subjects passed but not 
in the subject failed.   
 

c. If a sixth or seventh grader passes four of the five academic subjects, the 
student will be allowed to progress in the course sequence in the four 
subjects passed, but not in the subject failed; and the student will be 
assigned to the higher grade level. 
 

d. In order to advance to the next grade level, students participating in course 
sequence may be scheduled into an additional academic subject (reading, 
English, math, science or social studies) in lieu of physical education to 
complete the course requirements for the subject failed Ex. Reading 6, Reading 7, 
English 7, Science 7, Math 7 or Social Studies 7. 

 
e. With the prior approval of the principal, a student who fails one (l) or two (2) 

subjects may be considered for promotion by attending and passing the course(s) 
at a state approved summer school. 

 
f. Students will be eligible for school year tutorial remediation in grade 8 if they 

scored APPROACHING BASIC or UNSATISFACTORY on iLEAP in grade 7 or if 
they have been retained in grade 8. 

 
g. A student who fails three (3) promotional subjects may attend a state approved 

summer school for two (2) subjects.  If the student passes the two (2) subjects in 
summer school the district will follow the guidelines stated in ―c‖. 
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h. If a student fails 6th grade or 7th grade twice the student will be referred to the A/BIT 

for appropriate remediation.  Students failing during the school year should be 
discussed during A/BIT.  All retained students are referred to A/BIT the following 
year. 

 
i. If a student in 6th or 7th grade is two or more years behind in grade level placement, 

an academic contract will be offered to the student to recover one of those years.  
If the student has a current IEP or IAP, the contract cannot conflict with goals and 
accommodations. 
 

 
 

 
8.  Grade 8 

a.  To be promoted to the 9th grade, a student must have a final passing average in the 
academic subjects of reading, English, mathematics, science, and social studies.  
Currently this proficiency is measured by a quality point system equating to letter 
grades.  An annual total of four (4) quality points in each core subject must be 
earned to pass – with at least one (1) quality point earned in the 4th nine 
weeks.  Additionally, 

 In order to pass a course lasting 4 marking periods, a student must earn a 
passing grade in the 4th marking period and earn a minimum of a 1.0 
average. 

 In order to pass a course lasting 2 marking periods, a student must earn a 
passing grade in the 2nd or 4th marking period and earn a minimum of a 1.0 
average.  Averages of less than 1.0 may not be rounded up to attain a 1.0 
average. 

 For courses lasting one marking period, the letter grade the student earns 
for the marking period will become the student’s final average for the 
course. (e.g., Block Schedule half credit course) 

 

 A student who does not pass all five (5) subjects may be promoted to the 9th 
grade if he/she has failed no more than two (2) subjects, attends a state 
approved summer school, and passes the subject(s) failed. 

 
 
 
b.  If an 8th grader is promoted to the 9th grade as a result of a BESE waiver, he/she 

will be required to take the high school remediation course in the subject before 
enrolling in or earning Carnegie credit for English or mathematics. 

 
c.   Transitional 9th Grade Policy 

 A student who is determined to be non-proficient in ELA or Math, attends 
the required summer remediation, and demonstrates growth on a 
standards-based assessment will be referred to the A/BIT team for 
placement on a high school campus in transitional 9th grade.  Students 
enrolled as Transitional 9th grade students will be required to take the 
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high school remediation course for any subject (ELA/Math) in which they 
were determined to be non-proficient.  They will be permitted to enroll in a 
Carnegie credit-bearing course concurrently. 

 Students enrolled in transitional 9th grade shall receive remediation in 
math and/or English if they were determined to be non-proficient in that 
subject. A plan outlining such remediation shall be included in the 
student’s Individual Graduation Plan. They are still eligible to earn credits 
in on-grade level courses even if they are simultaneously receiving 
remediation in that subject. 

 Students enrolled in transitional 9th grade shall have opportunities to take 
all 9th grade-level courses that are part of a high school career pathway 
developed by regional teams and approved by the LDE, including but not 
limited to CTE courses and career training opportunities. 

 Students enrolled in transitional 9th grade shall receive dropout 
prevention and mentoring services based on proven strategies to retain 
and graduate at-risk students. 

 Students placed in transitional 9th grade shall not be included in the high 
school graduation cohort during their first year on the high school 
campus.  These students can enroll in high school-level classes, 
including career education courses, that parents and schools deem 
appropriate, i.e. the student is capable of successfully passing the course.  
Because students in transitional 9th grade enter the 9th grade cohort the 
year after they are enrolled as a transitional 9th grader, EOC test scores 
earned by students in transitional 9th grade will be transferred or banked 
the same as students who take EOC exams in middle school.  Following 
one year in transitional 9th grade, students shall enter the high school 
cohort, the same year in which they would enter the cohort had they been 
held back in eighth grade, and they are still eligible to graduate in four 
years.   

 During the summer between the end of the 8th grade year and the 
beginning of the student’s transitional 9th grade year, sending and 
receiving schools will collaborate with each other and the district to plan 
to support the needs of each student being placed in transitional 9th 
grade. There are many forms of support that may be beneficial to meeting 
the individual needs of transitional 9th grade students. One possible 
example for accomplishing this is creation of a support team.  

 Similar to planning for student supports, sending and receiving schools 
will collaborate with each other and the district to plan the student’s 
academic pathway during the summer between the end of the 8th grade 
year and the beginning of the student’s transitional 9th grade year. 
Decisions concerning a student’s pathway must be made on an individual 
student-by-student basis, taking into account the previous guidance to 
determine the most beneficial pathway for each student. 

 
d. For however long a student was an 8th grader, if a student passed all 
promotional subjects except PE, he/she will be promoted to 9th grade and 
become part of the 9th grade cohort. 
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►Describe the elementary foreign language program for academically able students in 
grades 4–8.  
 
The school system has requested a waiver from the State Board of Elementary and 
Secondary Education for implementation of the mandated foreign language program in 
grades 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8.  (Please see attached letter granting the waiver.)  The JPPSS 
has implemented a Spanish and/or French Immersion program at two elementary sites.  
Foreign language programs vary at each school.  Parents should contact the school for 
course offerings.   

  
o Explain the local definition of the term ―grade level‖ or ―on grade level.‖ 

The term “grade level” is defined as the grade the student is currently 
assigned to at the school site.  The term “on grade level” is the student 
demonstrating proficiently at the grade level assigned.    

 
D.  Limited Promotion 

A student may be promoted to 5th grade from 4th grade due to qualifying 
exceptions, but may not be promoted from 4th grade to 6th grade. (Exception: 4th 
grade transitional students who achieved promotion requirements to 6th grade). 
 

IV. Promotion 9 – 12 
A.   Carnegie Credit and Credit Flexibility 

1. Students may earn Carnegie credit as middle school and high school students in 
two ways:  
a. By passing a course in which the student is enrolled and meeting instructional 

time requirements, as set forth below; or  
b. By demonstrating proficiency as set forth below.  
 

2. When awarding credit based on instructional time, LEAs shall provide a minimum 
of 7,965 minutes for one Carnegie credit, and students shall be in attendance for a 
minimum of 7,515 minutes. In order to grant one-half Carnegie credit, LEAs shall 
provide a minimum of 3,983 minutes, and students shall be in attendance for a 
minimum of 3,758 minutes.  

 
3. When awarding Carnegie credit based on demonstrated proficiency, LEAs must 

inform the LDE of the following on behalf of any student or group of students:  
a. the name of the examination used to measure proficiency, if nationally 

recognized, or  
b. a copy of the examination used to measure proficiency, if locally developed or 

not nationally recognized and the score required to demonstrate proficiency; or  
c. a listing of requirements to demonstrate proficiency through portfolio 

submissions.  
 

4. Students enrolled in a course for the first time, which is not a credit recovery course 
or part of an accelerated program, shall only earn credit according to the pathway 
in Paragraph A.1. of this Section once the school year has begun.  
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a. If a student fails a course, but meets the standard of proficiency on the end-of-
course exam, the student may retain that score to be factored into their final 
grade in either a credit recovery course or a repeat of the traditional course.  

 
5. Proficiency in a course with a state administered End of Course exam must be 

demonstrated using the End of Course exam. 
 
6. The LDE may require revisions of assessments in order to ensure that they 

adequately measure proficiency. 
 

7. Students meeting the requirements for Carnegie credit based on proficiency shall 
have the course title, the year proficiency was demonstrated, and the unit of credit 
earned entered on their transcript.  
a. LEAs shall determine whether to award the letter grade earned on the 

proficiency assessment(s) or a P (pass) when a student demonstrates 
proficiency. 

 

►List detailed and specific LEA Carnegie unit requirements and promotion requirements 
by grade level for grades 9-12. 

To receive Carnegie credit for a course, students must be present 30,060 minutes per 
semester or 60,120 a school year for those not operating on a semester basis.  The 
Parish Supervisor of Child Welfare and Attendance, in consultation with the 
Principal may allow a student to make-up seat time to meet minutes for awarding 
Carnegie credit.    

 
1. In order to be promoted from one grade classification to another in any type of 

schedule (4X4, AB Block, 6 period day, 7 period day, etc.), a student must have 
earned Carnegie units of credit, as follows: 

 

From Grade: Required Total Carnegie Units: 

9 to 10 6 units 

10 to 11 12 units 

11 to 12 18 units 

 
In order to be classified as a 12th grader, a student must be scheduled for the 
courses required for graduation.  Proficiency is required in all coursework 
attempted. Currently this proficiency is measured by a quality point system equating to 
letter grades.   An annual total of four (4) quality points in each subject must be earned 
to pass.  Additionally, 
a. In order to pass a course lasting 4 marking periods, a student must earn a 

passing grade in the 4th marking period and earn a minimum of a 1.0 average.  
Averages of less than 1.0 may not be rounded up to attain a 1.0 average. 

b. In order to pass a course lasting 2 marking periods, a student must earn a 
passing grade in the 2nd or 4th marking period and earn a minimum of a 1.0 
average.  Averages of less than 1.0 may not be rounded up to attain a 1.0 
average. 



 

43 

c. For courses lasting one marking period, the letter grade the student earns for 
the marking period will become the student’s final average for the course. 
(e.g., 4 x 4 Block Schedule – half credit course) 

 
2. Carnegie unit courses offered in Jefferson Parish public schools are either half credit 

or full credit courses.  If a student is unsuccessful in a half credit or full credit course(s) 
he/she may be rescheduled the second semester if the school’s master schedule 
allows.  In order to receive credit for any Carnegie unit course, students must meet 
both the grading and attendance requirements. Students who fail either half of a full 
credit Carnegie unit course must validate the half failed in order to receive the full 
credit; this can be accomplished during summer school or through a computer based 
state-approved credit recovery program during the school year, if scheduling permits.  

 
In addition to completing the required Carnegie units, students must pass the required 
assessments to earn a standard high school diploma.  For incoming freshmen prior to 
2010-2011, students must pass the English Language Arts and mathematics 
components of the GEE or LEAP  

 
►Describe the LEA’s policy for awarding ½ unit of credit. 
Half-unit Carnegie credits are awarded in home schooling only for Health, Civics and Free 
Enterprise.  Each school may offer a ½ unit credit in a one-unit course in 
extenuating circumstances.  These extenuating circumstances determined by the 
principal, may include scheduling conflicts of an individual student and to assist a 
student in meeting graduation requirements.   
 

B.  High School Graduation Requirements 

1.  General requirements for a high school diploma and a Certificate of Achievement 
may be found in §2317 of Bulletin 741 (revised 2012). 

2.  A Louisiana state high school diploma cannot be denied to a student who meets 
the state minimum high school graduation requirements; however, in those 
instances in which BESE authorizes an LEA to impose more stringent academic 
requirements, a school system diploma may be denied. (Bulletin 741 §2317)  

3. Graduation requirements for the College Diploma may be found in §2318 of Bulletin 
741, including the requirements for the following students: 

a. Students who entered the ninth grade prior to 2008-2009, 

b. Students entering the ninth grade in 2008-2009 to 2016 – 2017 who are 
completing the Louisiana Core 4 Curriculum, and 

c. Students entering the ninth grade in 2008-2009 to 2016 – 2017 who decide 
after their second year of high school to complete the Basic Core Curriculum. 

4. Graduation requirements for the Career Diploma may be found in §2319 of Bulletin 
741.  
a. A student who seeks to pursue a Career Diploma shall: 

i.  Fulfill the all the requirements for promotion to high school;  

ii. Fulfill the course requirements for a Career Diploma found in Bulletin 741 
§2319; and  
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iii. Meet the entry or admissions requirement set forth in the chosen Career Major 
program.  

 
5. Students may switch from the Career Diploma pathway to the College Diploma 

pathway or vice versa at the end of each semester. (Bulletin 741 §2317 G. and H.)  
 
6. All ninth graders in the College Diploma pathway will be enrolled in the LA Core 4 

curriculum. (Bulletin 741 §2318 A.)  
 
7. In addition to completing a minimum of 23 or 24 Carnegie credits, students must 

meet the assessment requirements to earn a College diploma or a Career Diploma.  
(Bulletin 741 §2318 B. and §2319 B.)  

 
 a. Incoming freshmen prior to 2010-2011 must pass the English Language Arts and  
        Mathematics components of the GEE or LAA 2 and either the Science or Social     
        Studies components of the GEE or LAA 2 to earn a high school diploma.  

     i.  Students with disabilities identified under the Individuals with Disabilities    
            Education Act shall be eligible for a waiver if the student meets all other 

graduation requirements and is able to pass two of the three required 
components of GEE or LAA 2, if the DOE review determines the student’s 
disability significantly impacts his/her ability to pass the final required GEE test. 
(Bulletin 741 §2318 B. and §2319 B.)  

 
b. Incoming freshmen in 2010-2011 and beyond must pass End-of-Course Tests in 

the following categories:  
 

i.   English II or English III  
ii.  Algebra I or Geometry  
iii. Biology or American History  
 

c. Students with disabilities identified under IDEA who meet the eligibility criteria 
previously used for LAA 2 participation and have entered high school in 2013-14 
or before may meet the graduation assessment requirements by passing the 
English language areas and mathematics components of the LAA 2 and either 
the science or social studies component of LAA 2.  

 
d. Students with disabilities identified under the Individuals with Disabilities 

Education Act shall be eligible for a waiver if the student meets all other 
graduation requirements and is able to pass two of the three required EOC tests, 
and if the DOE review determines the student’s disability significantly impacts 
his/her ability to pass the final required EOC test. (Bulletin 741 §2318 B. and 
§2319 B.) 

 
e. In accordance with Act 833, students with disabilities may be awarded a diploma 
through alternate means when determined appropriate by an IEP team.  
 

 

V.  Retention Policy 
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►    State the number of times a student may be retained in each grade or level. 
There may not be more than one retention in the primary grades (K-3).  According to 
BESE policy, a student may not be retained in grade 4 more than once due to LEAP 
failure. 
 
►    Describe any additional LEA policies that may determine student retention. 

 Retention of a student shall be based upon the following: 
a. Failure to meet state attendance requirements; 

 
b. Failure to meet the promotion criteria in Section III Promotion K – 8 (LEP students 

shall not be retained based solely on lack of English proficiency). 
 

     c. Parental request to retain (signature on consent form required); 
 

     d. Limited Retention Policy; 
1. Retention for kindergarten, 1st, 2nd, and 3rd grades may be recommended by the 

Academic Behavioral Intervention Team (A/BIT) after all other alternatives for 
promotion have been reviewed.  

 
2. There may not be more than one retention in the primary grades (K-3).  
 
3. When a decision to retain a child is contemplated, a thorough review by A/BIT of all 

factors involving the child will be conducted. The decision to retain will be based on 
what will be substantially different during the year of retention that will benefit the 
child from spending two years in the same grade. 

 
4. A/BIT may meet to determine if a change in placement is appropriate after 

academic gain has been examined. 
 
 

►  Describe the intervention/remediation strategies to be used to prevent retention or in 
lieu of student retention at the lower grades. 

 
Summer 2014, students in grades K-3 who have been retained or are at risk in reading 
are offered a three week EESR (Early Elementary Summer Reading) program prior to 
the start of school.  Certified teachers provide intensive small group instruction in the five 
essential areas of reading (phonics, phonemic awareness, fluency, vocabulary and 
comprehension).  Students are pre and post assessed and student progress is examined 
by the Academic Behavior Intervention Team (A/BIT) for review of grade placement within 
the first marking period and a recommendation for promotion based on that progress. 
Depending on available funding, this program will also be offered in summer 2015. 
 

 VI. Acceleration 
 

►   Describe the policies and procedures that address the placement of students who 
demonstrate that they will benefit more from the instructional program at an advanced 
grade level.  Address criteria for both grades K–8 and grades 9–12. 
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Decisions for acceleration are based on input from a student’s teachers, parents, and 
school administrators. Grades, class performance, standardized test scores, and teacher 
recommendation are the evaluative criteria used in grades K – 12.  
1. Grades 6 – 8 

a. Structured advanced/enrichment programs have been implemented for students 
working at honors level in reading, English, and mathematics.  These 
advanced/enrichment programs provide for those students who will benefit from an 
instructional program of identified higher level skills.  Some students will begin high 
school level programs in the middle grades. 

 
b. Placement decisions for levels other than Honors recommendation will be by the 

middle school principal. 
 

c. Note: Students who are transferring from JPPSS advanced studies schools are all 
eligible for HONORS placement. 

 
d. Students registering for middle school shall be reviewed as stated below for 

Honors placement. 
 

e. Note:  Students entering advanced studies middle schools are scheduled for 
Honors placement only. 

 
f. Elementary students entering middle schools in 2014 – 2015 will be recommended 

for HONORS, level classes in reading, English, or math based on a set criterion.  
These criteria shall include students: 

 Within Jefferson Parish Public Schools 
1.  B average or higher in reading, English, and/or math in 2013 – 2014 

courses, AND  
2. 2013 – 2014 iLEAP or LEAP scale scores at Mastery or Advanced range, 

(English Language Arts scores may be used to determine reading, English 
and/or social studies placement, and math scores may be used to determine 
math and/or science placement), AND/OR 

3. Principal or teacher(s) recommendation. 
 

 Outside of Jefferson Parish Public Schools: 
1. B average or higher in reading, English, and/or math in 2013 – 2014 courses, 

AND  
2. Standardized and/or achievement test with scores of 75th percentile or above, 
3. English Language Arts scores may be used to determine Reading, English, 

and/or Social Studies placement, and math scores may be used to determine 
Math and/or Science Placement),  AND/OR 

4. Principal or teacher(s) recommendation. 
5. If transferring from a Louisiana Public School, the following should be 

completed to determine Honors placement: 

 Examine 2013 – 2014 LEAP or iLEAP for Mastery or Advanced scale 
scores, (English Language Arts scores may be used to determine 
reading, English and/or social studies placement, and math scores may 
be used to determine math and/or science placement), AND 
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6.  If transferring from a non-public, home schooled, or out of state school, the 
following should be completed to determine Honors placement for 2013 - 
2014: 
a. Standardized and/or achievement test with scores of 75th percentile or 

above, (English Language Arts scores may be used to determine 
reading, English. and/or social studies placement, and math scores may 
be used to determine math and/or science placement), AND/OR 
 

b. Parent requests for Honors placement for students who do not meet the 
requirements will be reviewed by the principal for possible exceptions 
and placement in honors courses.   

 Each middle school shall create and keep on file in the student’s 
cumulative file, a Parent/Student Honors Course Performance 
Contract which shall include but not be limited to the course 
requirements unique to the honors placement. 

 When the progress of a student indicates that he has been incorrectly 
placed into honors, it is the responsibility of the teacher to notify the 
principal and make recommendation for the adjustment. 

 A student’s removal from an honors course shall be based on the 
principal’s review and conference with the parent and student.  This 
removal may occur at any interim or marking period.  The 
Parent/Student Honors Performance Contract should be amended to 
reflect this re-assignment.   

 
g. Standard 2.321 of Bulletin 741 provides that a middle grade student shall be 

eligible to receive Carnegie units in courses listed in the program of studies 
provided that: 
1.   A student in the middle grades is eligible to receive Carnegie units for courses 

in the high school program of studies in math, science, English, social studies, 
reading, physical education, foreign language, keyboarding/keyboarding 
applications, Introduction to Business Computer Applications, 
computer/technology literacy, Journey to Career, etc. 

 
2.  Middle school students may receive Carnegie credit for successfully completing 

the   high school course provided that each of the following criteria is fulfilled: 

 The time requirement for the awarding of Carnegie credit is met. 

 The student has mastered the established high school course standards for 
the course taken. 

 
h. To request approval of students; skipping a grade, a written recommendation from 

the principal and previous year’s teacher(s) accompanied by parental concurrence 
must be submitted to the Chief Academic Officer or designee. 

 
i. Gifted students (in addition to possible placement in honors programs) will receive 

a special education instruction in accordance with their IEP. 
 

2.  Grades 9-12 
a.  Honors Programs 
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Honors programs are available in the major academic areas of English, 
mathematics, science, social studies, and foreign language; Advanced Placement 
(AP)/International Baccalaureate (IB) (college level) courses may be offered. 

 
b. Dual Enrollment Program 

1.  Dual enrollment programs of the district follow the guidelines and framework for 
the Louisiana Early Start program which is set by the Board of Regents.  The 
current application (May 10, 2011) is posted on the LOSFA website 
(www.losfa.la.gov). 

 A student must be currently enrolled in the 11th or 12th grade at a public 
Louisiana high school. 

 

 A student must be on track for completing by graduation from high school, 
the required high school Core 4 Curriculum/TOPS Core or Career 
Curriculum/TOPS Tech pathway.  

 

 A student must have taken the PLAN, ACT, SAT assessment, or ACT Work 
Keys certificate that is required for students to enroll in a college work skills 
course if they do not have the required PLAN, ACT or SAT score. 

 

 A student must have permission from the high school principal to participate. 
 

 The course in which the student enrolls must generate both college and high 
school credit. 

 

 To continue enrollment in subsequent semesters/terms through this funding 
opportunity, a student must have successfully completed prior Dual 
Enrollment Program courses. 

 
  2.  Eligibility criteria to enroll in a College Level Course: 

 College Level Course: Must be an academic course or technical course 
listed on the Louisiana Core 4 Curriculum/TOPS Core or Louisiana 
Career Curriculum/TOPS Tech pathway that generates post secondary 
institutional credit. 

 

 A student must have a PLAN or ACT Composite score of at least 18 
(Academic) or 15 (Technical). 

 

 A student must have a PLAN or ACT English sub-score of at least 17 
(Academic) or 15 (Technical) to enroll in an entry level, college level 
English course. 

 

 A student must have a PLAN or ACT mathematics sub-score of at least 19 
(Academic) or 15 (Technical) to enroll in an entry level, college level 
mathematics course. 

 
 
 

http://www.losfa.la.gov/
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3.  College Developmental Courses: 

Students who do not meet the required college entrance requirements 
must take a placement test at the community college to determine 
eligibility for developmental courses. 

 
4.  Eligibility criteria to enroll in a Work Skills Course through LOSFA’s TOPS 

TECH grant: 

 Work Skills Course:  A course in a skill or occupational training area that 
leads to a recognized industry based certification. 

 11th or 12th grade student 

 Completed Individual Graduation Plan (IGP) 

 High School GPA of 2.0 or above on a 4.0 scale 

 Scored a 15 or above on the mathematics and English portion of the 
PLAN Assessment 

 In good standing as defined by the high school 
 

c.  High School Credit for College Courses: 
1. For students identified as gifted entry into a college course for credit shall be 

stated in the students IEP. 
 
2. Secondary students shall be in attendance in at least one high school class 

while enrolled in college classes. 
 
3. A course consisting of at least two hours shall be counted as not more 

than one unit of credit toward high school graduation.  A course of one 
college hour shall be counted as no more than one-half credit towards 
graduation.   

 
4. The school administrator shall establish a procedure with the college to receive 

reports of the student's class performance at six- and/or nine-week intervals. 
 

5. College courses shall be counted as high school subjects for students to meet 
eligibility requirements to participate in extracurricular activities governed by 
voluntary state organizations. 

 
6. The student shall meet the entrance requirement of the college and/or 

university in order to be eligible to receive high school credit for college 
courses. 

 
7. Students who receive a pass/fail designation on their high school transcript for 

academic/technical college courses.  A failing final grade entered on a 
student’s transcript will lower a student’s overall grade point average. 

 
 8. Any student who enters an Early Start/Dual Enrollment class at a college and 

withdraws after 5 days or after the withdrawal period allowed by the college will 
receive an ―F‖ for the course.  It is the responsibility of the student to notify 
his/her school counselor on the day that this occurs in order for him/her to be 
scheduled into a replacement Carnegie unit course.  A student who withdraws 
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without adding a replacement Carnegie unit course will receive a grade of ―F‖ 
on their report card and transcript. 

 

►    Describe the LEA criteria for acceleration, including who is involved in the decision-
making process, what evaluation criteria are used, and other local policies. 
See information listed above for the 2014 – 2015 school year.    
 
►    Describe any applicable policies and procedures for grade ―skipping.‖ 
To request approval of students skipping a grade, a written recommendation from the 
principal and previous year’s teacher(s) accompanied by parental concurrence must be 
submitted to the Chief Academic Officer or designee. 
 
The established entrance age for kindergarten may be waived if the child has been 
evaluated and identified as gifted in accordance with the State Department of Education 
regulations.  A decision for early entry to kindergarten shall be based on the 
recommendation of the coordinator for gifted programs to the Network Executive 
Director with concurrence of the principal, kindergarten teacher, gifted teacher, parent(s), 
and school psychologist.   
 
Gifted students (in addition to possible placement in honors programs) will receive special 
education instruction in accordance with their IEP. 
 
►    Describe any policies governing services for gifted students. 
Services for gifted students will be determined by their Individual Education Plan 
(IEP).  

 
A.  Early Graduation 

 
1. Each LEA shall develop an early graduation program allowing students to 

accelerate their academic progress, complete all state graduation requirements, 
and receive a high school diploma in less than four years. 

 
a. The early graduation program may include distance education (§2326), dual 

enrollment (§2327), and Carnegie credit and credit flexibility (§2314). 
 
b. LEAs shall not have any policies or requirements that would prevent students 

from graduating in less than four years. 
 

►    Describe the components and requirements of the local early graduation program. 
Exempting from the Louisiana Core 4 Curriculum 
a. After the student has attended high school for a minimum of two years, as determined 

by the school, the student, parent, guardian or custodian may request that the student 
be exempt from completing the Louisiana Core 4 Curriculum. 

 
b. The following conditions shall be satisfied for consideration of the exemption of a 

student from completing the Louisiana Core 4 Curriculum: 
1.  The student, the student’s parent, guardian, or custodian and the school counselor 

(or other staff member who assists students in course selection) shall meet to 
discuss the student’s progress and determine what is in the student’s best interest 
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for the continuation of his educational pursuit and future educational plan. 
 

2. During the meeting, the student’s parent, guardian, or custodian shall determine 
whether the student will achieve greater educational benefits by continuing the 
Louisiana Core 4 Curriculum, completing the Louisiana Basic Core Curriculum, or 
Career Diploma. 
 

3.  The student’s parent, guardian, or custodian shall sign and file with the school a 
written statement asserting their consent to the student graduating without 
completing the Louisiana Core 4 Curriculum and acknowledging that one 
consequence of not completing the Louisiana Core 4 Curriculum may be ineligibility 
to enroll into a Louisiana four -year public college or university. The statement will 
then be approved upon the signature of the principal or the principal’s designee. 

 
4.  The student’s parent, guardian, or custodian and the school counselor (or other 

staff member who assists students in course selection) shall jointly revise the 
(Career Options Law) Individual Graduation Plan (IGP). 

 
4. After a student who is 18 years of age or older has attended high school for two 

years, as determined by the school, the student may request to be exempt from 
completing the Louisiana Core 4 Curriculum by satisfying the conditions cited in 
Subparagraph b3 with the exception of the requirement for the participation of the 
parent, guardian, or custodian, given that the parent/guardian has been notified. 

 

VII. Remediation 
 
A. Legal Authorization 
 

1. R.S. 17:24.4 G provides that those students who fail to meet required proficiency 
levels on the state administered criterion-referenced tests of the Louisiana 
Educational Assessment Program shall receive remedial education programs that 
comply with regulations adopted by BESE. 

 
2. R.S. 17:394–400 is the established legislation for the remedial education programs. 
 
3. A program of remedial education shall be put into place by local parish and city 

school systems following regulations adopted by BESE pursuant to R.S. 17:24.4.  
All eligible students shall be provided with appropriate remedial instruction. (R.S. 
17:395 A). 

 
B. Purpose 

 
1. The intent of remedial educational programs is to improve student achievement in 

the grade-appropriate skills identified as deficient on the state’s criterion-referenced 
testing program for grades 4 and 8, and the End-of-Course Tests. (R.S.17:395 B 
and BESE Policy). 

 
C. State Mandatory Requirements 
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1. Any public elementary or secondary student, including a student with a disability 
participating in the Louisiana Educational Assessment Program, who does not 
meet the performance standards established by the Department and approved by 
BESE, as measured by the State criterion-referenced test, shall be provided 
remedial education. (R.S. 17:397) 

 
a. For End-of-Course (EOC) tests, 30 hours of remediation per year shall be 

provided for students who do not pass. 
 

b. Remediation in the form of summer school (50 hours of instruction per subject) 
shall be provided to both 4th and 8th grade students who score at the 
Approaching Basic or Unsatisfactory achievement level on the spring state 
mandated assessments for English Language Arts and/or Mathematics.  

 
i. Summer remediation and end-of-summer retests must be offered by school 

systems at no cost to students who did not take the spring state mandated 
assessments or who failed to achieve the required level on the state 
mandated assessments.   

 
ii. All students with disabilities who participate in testing should receive 

services along with regular education students in summer programs, with 
special support provided as needed, including accommodations. 

 
iii. Students with disabilities who participate in LEAP Alternate Assessment, 

Level 1 (LAA 1), are not eligible to attend the state mandated summer 
remediation programs.   

 
c. Remediation shall be provided to students who score at the Unsatisfactory level 

on the state mandated Science and Social Studies tests. 
 

d. Remediation is recommended for 4th and 8th grade students who score at the 
Approaching Basic level on the state mandated Science and Social Studies 
tests. 

 
e.  Each LEA shall provide transportation to and from the assigned state mandated  

Remediation summer site(s) from, at a minimum, a common pick up point. 
 

D.  School Year Intervention/Remediation Program 
 
o List the objectives for your school year intervention/remediation program. 
    The intent of the remedial education program is to improve student achievement in 

the grade appropriate skills identified as deficient on the state’s criterion-referenced 
testing program for the LEAP, state assessment and EOC. 

 
o Describe the criteria used to determine which 4th and 8th grade students are eligible 

for school year intervention/remediation. 
School year remediation opportunities will be provided at no cost to students who 
scored at/or below the APPROACHING BASIC level on the spring 2014 iLEAP test. 
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Student Eligibility 
a. Students who scored at or below the APPROACHING BASIC levels on the 

2014 iLEAP are eligible for participation in the school year remediation 
program. 
 

b. Students with disabilities are also eligible for remediation, along with regular 
education students with special support, as needed.  Accommodations and 
modifications will be provided as per student’s IEP.  

 
 

 

o Does the district suggest or require a minimum number of remediation services 
hours each school should provide to its eligible students? If so, what is the 
minimum?  
20 hours of remediation or more shall be offered. 
 

o Describe the materials and methodology to be used throughout the district in school 
year intervention/remediation. 
Remediation teachers will direct instruction to the deficient areas identified on the 
student’s individual Remedial Education Student Profile.  
 
Multi-model materials will be matched to the students’ learning styles including the 
use of instructional software that aligns with the standards, benchmarks, and 
objectives of the tested content areas.  The methodology and the amount of 
instruction will be varied according to student need.  Instruction in essential 
competencies will occur in a variety of settings. 

 
o Describe the form of documentation collected from students/parents who refuse 

school year remediation services. 
A permission slip will be sent home for all students eligible for school year 
remediation services.  Parents may indicate on this permission slip if they 
refuse to allow their child to participate.   
 

o Describe how science and social studies remediation is implemented.  
We do not have a district science and social studies remediation program.  
This is done on a school by school basis based on individual student needs.   
 

o Describe the district’s plan for coordination of state, federal, and local funds for 
school year remediation. 
School year remediation for students who score at/below APPROACHING 
BASIC on the 3rd or 7th grade iLEAP or at the NEEDS IMPROVEMENT level on 
EOC will be coordinated through appropriate federal, state, and local 
programs.  Twenty hours of remediation shall be offered. 
 

o Describe the district’s plan for documenting evidence of achievement/growth of 
students who are participating in school year remediation. 
The standardized test approved by the LDOE that is administered in the spring 
will serve as a post test.  Effectiveness of the remediation will be defined as having 
a minimum of forty percent (40%) of the students who participate in the remedial 
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program score at or above the proficient level of the state approved standardized 
test.   

 
►Summer Remediation Program 
o List the objectives for your summer remediation program. 

The intent of the remedial education program is to improve student achievement in 
the grade appropriate skills identified as ―non-proficient‖ for grades 4 and 8 in 
English language arts and math, and EOC subject tests.  
 

o Describe the criteria used to determine which 4th and 8th grade students are eligible 
for 2015 summer remediation. 

 
4th and 8th grade students determined to be “non-proficient” in ELA or Math 
will be eligible for remediation. Students will be determined to be ―non-proficient‖ 
based on failing grades in math and/or English and/or Reading. These students will 
be required to attend summer remediation in the subject(s) in which they received a 
failing grade (English/Reading or Math). A student failing either English or Reading 
(or both) will be considered non-proficient in ELA.  

 
 

o Describe the schedule for your summer remediation program.  Please be reminded 
that the district must schedule a minimum of 50 hours per subject at both 4th and 8th 
grade levels. 

 
The summer remediation program will run for a minimum of 17 instructional days.  

 
o Describe the materials and methodology to be used throughout the district in 

summer remediation. 
Remediation teachers will direct instruction to the deficient areas identified on the 
student’s individual Remedial Education Student Profile. 

 
Multi-model materials will be matched to the students’ learning styles including the 
use of instructional software that aligns with the standards, benchmarks, and 
objectives of the tested content areas.  The methodology and the amount of 
instruction will be varied according to student need.  Instruction in essential 
competencies will occur in a variety of settings. 

 

o Describe the form of documentation collected for students and parents who refuse 
summer remediation services. 
Every student who meets the requirements for summer remediation services, is 
given a Remediation Registration/Refusal Form for the parents to enroll the student 
in Summer Remediation Program.  Parents who refuse these services should 
indicate so on the form.   
 

o Describe the district’s plan for coordination of state, federal, and local funds for 
summer remediation. 
Summer remediation programs for students will be coordinated through appropriate 
federal, state, and local programs. 
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o Describe the district’s plan for documenting evidence of achievement/growth of 
students who are participating in summer remediation. 
The standardized test approved by the LDOE that is administered in the spring 
of 2016 will serve as a post test.  Effectiveness of the remediation will be 
defined as having a minimum of forty percent (40%) of the students who 
participate in the remedial program score at or above the proficient level of the 
state approved standardized test.   
 

►EOC Remediation 
 

o Describe the EOC remediation provided for students. Include the following: 
 

o Program Description 
The intent of the remedial education program is to improve student achievement in 
the grade appropriate skills identified as deficient on the EOC. 
 

o Student selection criteria 
Students who have scored NEEDS IMPROVEMENT on the EOC tests are eligible to 
attend summer remediation and take the summer retest.  Seventy (70) hours of 
remediation will be provided over the school year and summer remediation. 

 
o Pupil/Teacher ratio 

During EOC summer remediation, a maximum student-teacher ratio of twenty three 
(23) to one (1) is recommended. During the school year, small group instruction and 
individualization are primary teaching methodologies.  

 
o Instructional time 

For students scoring at the NEEDS IMPROVEMENT level on the EOC, 50 hours 
remedial instructional time will be provided during summer remediation. During the 
school year, remediation will occur during English/language arts and/or mathematics 
class periods. 20 hours of remediation shall be offered.  Additional student 
remediation as outlined in the Tutoring Grants may be scheduled as part classroom 
interventions/remedial classes during school day and/or before/after 
school/Saturday.  

 
o Selection criteria for teachers and/or paraprofessionals 

1. Teacher qualifications 
Only certified teachers may serve as remediation teachers; certified teachers 
must be trained in: 
a. understanding the EOC test 
b.  analyzing the data 
c.  using the data to group students by common areas of weakness 
d.  learning styles 
e.  differentiating instruction 

 
2.  Paraprofessional qualifications 
     Paraprofessionals must: 

a.  be at least twenty years (20) of age 
b.  possess a high school diploma (or equivalent) 
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c.  have at least 2 years of college or an associate’s degree 
     or pass a rigorous test of academic achievement 

 
Paraprofessionals may be assigned to work with students with disabilities and 
limited English Proficiency students under the immediate supervision of the 
teacher.  The teacher will direct methods, materials, adaptations, and 
modifications to be used with the student(s). 
 
Bilingual paraprofessionals are screened for proficiency in English and another 
language and basic math by the ELAD. 

 
o Materials and methodology to be used 

Remediation teachers will direct instruction to the deficient areas identified on the 
student’s individual Remedial Education Student Profile. 
 
Multi-model materials will be matched to the students’ learning styles including the 
use of instructional software that aligns with the standards, benchmarks, and 
objectives of the tested content areas.  The methodology and the amount of 
instruction will be varied according to student need.  Instruction in essential 
competencies will occur in a variety of settings. 

 
o Program type – Examples: remediation courses, after-school tutoring, Saturday 

tutoring, summer school, other: List all that apply 
During the school year, remediation will occur during English/language arts and/or 
mathematics class periods.  Additional student remediation as outlined in the 
Tutoring Grants may be scheduled as part classroom interventions/remedial classes 
during school day and/or before/after school/Saturday for grades 4, 8, and high 
school.  
 

o Documentation of students’ and parents’ refusal to accept remediation 
       Every student who scores at the Needs Improvement level on the EOC will be 

given a remediation registration/refusal form, or be sent home.  Parents who 
want to refuse remediation services shall indicate on the form.   

 

o Plan for coordination of state, federal, and local funds for remediation 
School year remediation for students who score at the NEEDS IMPROVEMENT 
level on EOC will be coordinated through appropriate federal, state, and local 
programs.   
 

o Evaluation plan for documenting evidence of achievement/growth of students 
The effectiveness of the remediation will be defined as having a minimum of 
40% of the students who participate in the remedial program score at or above 
the FAIR level. 

 
VIII.  Alternative Schools/Programs/Settings 

A. Definition 
1.  Alternative schools/programs serve students who are not succeeding in the 

traditional educational setting and offer a venue which aids in preventing these 
students from dropping out of school. Alternative schools/programs provide 
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educational and other services to students who have a variety of behavioral and 
other needs which cannot be met adequately in a traditional school setting.  (Refer 
to Bulletin 741 §2903 and Bulletin 131:  Louisiana Alternative Education Standards) 

 
►List the written policies for all alternatives to regular placements. 

Alternatives to regular placement will include (as specified in Bulletin 1566) the 
following: 
1. Adult Education 
    Students who are eighteen (18) years of age and have withdrawn from a regular 

instructional program will be allowed to pursue a High School Equivalency 
Diploma through the system’s adult education program.  It is understood that this 
program does not address state standards, but does instead address those 
standards established for adult education as provided by Bulletin 741. 

 
2. The parent, tutor, or other person responsible for the school attendance of a child 

who is under the age of 18 and who is enrolled in school beyond his seventeenth 
birthday may request a waiver from the local superintendent/authorized official or 
designee for the child to exit school to enroll and attend an adult education program 
approved by BESE.  

 
In the case of a child with no parent, tutor, or other person responsible for his/her 
school attendance, the local school superintendent/authorized official or designee 
may act on behalf of the student in making such a request if one or more of the 
following hardships exist, and if the following appropriate documentation is on file at 
the local school board office: 

 Pregnant or actively parenting 

 Incarcerated or adjudicated 

 Institutionalized or living in a residential facility 

 Family and/or economic hardships 

 Chronic physical or mental illness 
 

3. Early College Admission 
As provided in Bulletin 741, prior to graduation from high school, a student of high 
ability may be admitted to college on a full-time basis, if he has maintained a B 
average through his junior year in high school, earned an ACT composite score of 
twenty-five (25) or an equivalent SAT score or the appropriate concordant value on 
the enhanced ACT, and is recommended by his principal.  This score must be 
submitted to the college.  After earning at least twenty-four (24) semester hours of 
college credit, he is eligible to receive a high school diploma.  It is understood that he 
is not required to address state competency standards. A student not regularly 
enrolled in the current school year in the high school shall be automatically 
eliminated from participation in all high school activities, with the exception of 
high school graduation ceremonies. 

 
►Give a brief description of each approved alternative school/program/setting operating 
in the LEA, including the entrance and promotion criteria. 

1. Academies for High School Preparation 
The St. Ville and Bunche Connections programs are specially designed for middle 
school aged students who are in the 6th and 7th grades and are at least two academic 
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years behind their expected grade placement.  Student entering as 6th graders are 
promoted to the 7th grade by the A/BIT decision, and possibly promoted to 8th grade 
based on their class performance on 7th grade standards.  Students entering as 7th 
graders are promoted to the 8th grade based on their performance on the 8th grade 
standards and additional testing during the first semester.   
 
When academically ready to pursue 8th grade standards, students are promoted to 
8th grade and administered spring LEAP Test.  Students are promoted to the 9th 
grade based on successfully passing the LEAP Assessment as any other 8th grader 
and their 8th grade required course work.   
 
Students who are addressing 7th grade standards will be administered the spring 
iLEAP.  These promotion criteria only apply to those students enrolled in these 
accelerated academies.   
 
Alternative /Programs/Settings/Schools (Student Support Systems) 
In accordance with.‟ LSA-R.S. 17:416.2(A) Louisiana provides any student 
suspended or expelled from school…shall remain under the supervision of the 
governing authority of the school system taking such action using alternative 
education programs.”   
 
In accordance with LA.§17.100.5. Alternative schools; establishment by local 
boards implement guidelines for alternative schools which, at a minimum, 
shall provide for the following: 
 

 Identifying the needs of students 
i.Using group and individualized courses of study 
ii.Providing assistance with social skills and work habits 

iii.Using alternative teaching methods 
 

Alternative Schools in Jefferson Parish provide an intensive therapeutic 
school setting for regular education and special education students who 
commit infractions involving: drugs, weapons, and serious bodily injury in 
need of intensive supervision and support services. 
 
All high schools provide to the expelled students the opportunity to attend PM 
on line courses for Carnegie credit. 

 
2. Academies for Advanced Studies 

 Airline Park Academy for Advanced Studies (PK - 5) 

 Gretna No. 2 Academy for Advanced Studies (PK-5) 

 Marrero Academy for Advanced Studies (PK-5) 

 Metairie Academy for Advanced Studies (PK-5) 

 L. W. Ruppel Academy for Advanced Studies(6-8) 

 Haynes Academy for Advanced Studies (6-12) 

 Thomas Jefferson Senior High School (9-12) 

 Patrick F. Taylor Science & Technology Academy (6 – 12)  
 



 

59 

See the JPPSS website for current admissions policy.  The content of the curricula 
will focus on and be organized around a more elaborate, complex, and in-depth 
study of major ideas, concepts, problems, and themes that integrate knowledge 
across various subjects. Students will be involved in project-based learning activities, 
integration of technology, research investigations, and differentiated assessments. 
These schools comply with the promotional policies of the JPPSS.  All students in 
the ASA high schools must complete the LA Core 4 Curriculum.  If a student and 
his/her parents/guardian decide to be exempt from the LA Core 4 Curriculum, the 
student must transfer to his/her attendance zone high school which offers all diploma 
options.  

 
3. Montessori Schools 

Judge Lionel Collins Montessori and Washington Montessori Pre-K – 2 
students at both schools receive Montessori instruction.  Students in grades 3 
– 5 at both schools receive a modified Montessori instruction.  The Montessori 
Method for education involves children learning through creative activity and 
exploration. These schools will implement a modified Montessori curriculum while 
adhering to the state mandated standards and parish policies.  Students in the 
regular Judge Lionel Collins and Washington attendance districts will receive first 
priority. If additional openings remain, an application, and if warranted, lottery 
process will be implemented. The parish Compliance Officer will give final approval 
for out of attendance zone students who qualify and are selected to attend the 
school.  

 
4. Arts Schools 

Clancy/Maggiore Elementary School for the Arts (Pre-K – 5) 
Lincoln Elementary School for the Arts (K – 8) 
 
The curriculum will be designed to incorporate the arts into the core classes to help 
deepen and broaden student understanding while adhering to the state mandated 
standards and parish policies.  
 
Students in the regular Clancy/Maggiore and Lincoln attendance zones will receive 
first priority. If additional openings remain, an application, and if warranted, lottery 
process will be implemented. The parish Compliance Officer will give final approval 
for out of attendance zone students who qualify and are selected to attend the 
school. 

    
 

5. International Baccalaureate World Schools 
 John Ehret High, Riverdale High, and Riverdale Middle, have received IBO 

authorization.  Marrero Middle is working towards IBO authorization.   IBO programs 
develop the whole student by providing a broad, balanced, and challenging 
education. They teach students to think critically to encourage them to draw 
connections between areas of knowledge and to use problem-solving techniques 
and concepts from many disciplines. These schools comply with the promotion 
policies of the JPPSS. 

 
5. Jefferson Chamber Foundation Academy 
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The JCFA is designed for Jefferson Parish students in grades 9-12 who need an 
alternative to the traditional high school.  The vision is to re-engage students to 
increase the graduation rate and to define specific avenues to guide students to post 
secondary training education and the workforce.  The JFCA will provide a clear 
pathway to career opportunities by utilizing the business community’s reliance on 
project-based learning and teamwork development. JCFA students will experience 
relevance in their academic courses and will be empowered to meet the required 
academic rigor.   

 
The JFCA will offer students an opportunity to work at their own pace by providing 
flexible student attendance schedules, self-paced curriculum, and dual enrollment 
career technical courses in order to achieve the state requirement for a high school 
diploma. 

 
6. Immersion 

Elementary Foreign Language Immersion is a voluntary magnet program in which 
students follow the state mandated curriculum, including an English Language Arts 
block (reading, writing and spelling) taught by an English speaking teacher.   
 
The remainder of the school day including math, science, social studies and art is 
conducted entirely in the foreign language (also referred to as the target language) 
by a qualified elementary school teacher using textbooks and supplementary 
materials as well as repetition, pictures, gestures, background knowledge, realia and 
other appropriate means to help students understand content areas.  In contrast to 
the foreign language programs which offers a maximum of thirty to fifty minutes of 
foreign language instruction daily, JPPSS elementary school foreign language 
immersion programs offer students grade level instruction in a foreign language 
(French or Spanish) for more than 50% of the school day.    

7. New Orleans Center for the Creative Arts (NOCCA) 
 Students will earn letter grades for all NOCCA courses.  If NOCCA awards honors 

credit for a particular course, the credit will be honored by JPPSS.   
 
 

►Describe the LEA’s procedures for placement in adult education programs.  
Alternatives to regular placement will include (as specified in Bulletin 1566)  the 
following: 
1. Adult Education 
    Students who are eighteen (18) years of age and have withdrawn from a regular 

instructional program will be allowed to pursue a High School Equivalency 
Diploma through the system’s adult education program.  It is understood that this 
program does not address state standards, but does instead address those 
standards established for adult education as provided by Bulletin 741. 

 
2. The parent, tutor, or other person responsible for the school attendance of a child 

who is under the age of 18 and who is enrolled in school beyond his/her 17th birthday 
may request a waiver from the local superintendent/authorized official or designee 
for the child to exit school to enroll and attend an adult education program approved 
by BESE.  
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    In the case of a child with no parent, tutor, or other person responsible for his/her 
school attendance, the local school superintendent/authorized official or designee 
may act on behalf of the student in making such a request if one or more of the 
following hardships exist, and if the following appropriate documentation is on file at 
the local school board office: 

 Pregnant or actively parenting 

 Incarcerated or adjudicated 

 Institutionalized or living in a residential facility 

 Family and/or economic hardships 

 Chronic physical or mental illness 
 

IX. Other Policies and Procedures 
 

A.  Policies on Due Process 

1.  Due process procedures for teachers, students, and parents shall be specified in 
each local Pupil Progression Plan as related to student placement.  The local 
school system must ensure that these procedures do not contradict the due 
process rights of students with disabilities, as defined in the IDEA-Part B.  

 
►  Describe the LEA’s policies on due process procedures for teachers, students and 
parents as related to student placement for the following:  

 
o Regular education students 

The steps to be followed by a student, parent, or teacher requesting a change in a 
student’s grade placement are: 

 
1. School level 
     A change in grade level placement may be requested to the principal and A/BIT 

within the first marking period of enrollment.  
 

2. Central Office 
     If the principal does not concur with the request, the person making the request 

may petition the Chief Academic Officer or designee. 
 
 

3. School Board 
If the Chief Academic Officer or designee does not concur with the request, the 
person making the request may petition the School Board to review transcripts 
and all pertinent data related to the case.  This request for appeal must be made 
within 14 calendar days following the conference with the Chief Academic Officer. 

 
o Students with disabilities 

Due process procedures for qualified students with disabilities are consistent with 
those described in the approved Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement 
Act (IDEIA 2004) and must be consistent with those defined in Title V of the 
Rehabilitation Act, 20 U.S.C. 794 and Bulletin 1706, Regulations for Implementation 
of the Children with Exceptionalities Act (R.S.17:1941 et seq.) section 507-509. 
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o Section 504 students 
Due Process procedures for qualified students are consistent with the definitions set 
forth in Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and included in the Parental 
Rights for Exceptional Students Booklet distributed to parents at the time parental 
permission is requested. 
 

o English Language Learners (ELLs) 
Due process procedures for ELLs whose parents may also be limited English 
proficient are in accord with those described in the Louisiana Department of 
Education’s ELL Handbook and in the JPPSS ESL Policies and Procedures Manual. 
 

o Hearings 
If at any time the parents cannot come to an agreement with the school regarding 
their child’s education, they have the right to ask for an impartial hearing.  The 
hearing may be held on any matter relating to the identification, evaluation, or 
placement of the child or the provision of a ―free appropriate public education.‖   
 
Either party aggrieved by the hearing decisions maintains the right to Judicial 
Review.  To obtain a hearing, the parent should make a written request to Louisiana 
Department of Education.  An impartial hearing officer will be assigned to preside 
over any such hearing and arrive at a decision.  To ensure impartiality, a hearing 
officer may not be: 
a. An employee of a public agency (school system, institution, etc.) which is 

involved in the education or care of the child. 
b. Anyone who has a personal or professional interest which would conflict with 

objectivity in the hearing. 
 

o Hearing Rights 
Rights to which both the parents and the school are entitled include the right to: 
a. Be accompanied and advised by legal counsel and by persons with special 

knowledge of the problems of children with disabilities. 
b.   Present evidence, cross-examine, and compel the attendance of witnesses.   
c.   Receive a written or recorded verbatim record of the hearing. 
d. Receive a written record of the findings of fact(s) and decision(s) resulting from 

the hearing. 
e.  Have their child attend the hearing. 
f.   Open the hearing to the public. 
 

APPENDIX A 
This section should include the following: 
 
Definition of Terms 
 

 A list of state terms as outlined in the Guidelines. 

 A list of terms used in the local plan. (Terms must be clearly defined; they will be 
used as the basis for interpretation of the components of the local plan.) 

 
1. The Academic/Behavior Intervention Team (A/BIT) 
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     Comprised of knowledgeable persons who oversee the identification and screening 
process and functions to plan, develop, and coordinate appropriate actions, and/or 
programs for students in need (previously SBLC). 

 
2. Academically able*  
     Students passing all required courses at the time of their enrollment in the foreign 

language program 
 
3. Acceleration* 
     Advancement of a pupil at a rate faster than usual in or from a given grade or course; this 

may include ―gifted student‖ as identified according to the Louisiana Pupil Appraisal 
Handbook. 

 
4. Accommodation and Correlation for English Language Learners  (ACE) 
     A document to be completed annually for all English Language Learners that provides 

notice of the student’s most recent language assessment results, accommodations for 
statewide assessments, correlated classroom accommodations, and grading policies for 
elementary ELLs. 

                                                         
5. Alternate Assessment (LAA1)  
     A substitute approach used in gathering information on the performance of students who 

do not participate in typical state assessments 
 
     The LEAP Alternate Assessment, LAA1 was developed for students who are functioning 

three (3) or more standard deviations below the mean in cognitive functioning and/or 
adaptive behavior.  Only students with the most significant cognitive disabilities are 
eligible to participate in LAA1.  A student with one of the following exceptionalities may be 
considered to have a significant cognitive disability or functions like a student with a 
significant cognitive disability: Mental Disability – moderate, Mental Disability – severe, 
Mental Disability – profound, and Multiple Disability.  Students with other disabilities such 
as Autism, Traumatic Brain Injury, or Orthopedic Impairment may meet the LAA 1 
Participation Criteria.  The exceptionality Mental Disabilities – Mild does not meet the 
criteria for a significant cognitive disability.   

 
6. Basic skill subjects  
 Reading, English, and mathematics 
 
7. Comprehensive assessment 
      An assessment of student performance encompassing grades, acquisition of minimum 

course objectives, teacher recommendation, and previous standardized test scores. 
 
  * State Terms (from Bulletin 1566: Guidelines for Pupil Progression Plans) 
8. Content Standards* 
     Statements of what we expect students to know and be able to do in various content 

areas. 
 
9. Early Entry  

Admission of a gifted student to kindergarten prior to age of eligibility 
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10. ELDA (English Language Development Assessment) 
     State-mandated test administered on an annual basis to assess the progress of individual 

students identified as being limited English proficient. 
 
11. ELL (English Language Learner) 
     See definition for limited English Proficient Students (LEP) 
 
12. Enrichment  

An instructional program of higher-level skills identified by the Division of Instruction. 
 
13. ESL (English as a Second Language) 

Alternative language program to teach limited English proficient students academic as 
well as conversational English. 

 
14. Extended skill subjects 

Science and social studies in elementary schools. 
   
15. Extended School Year Program (ESYP) is a federally mandated program for students with 

disabilities who meet eligibility criteria. 
 
16. Home Schooling* 
      A general term that includes home study and in-home private schooling.  
 
17. Home Study Program* 
      After annual application to the Louisiana Department of Education for participation in this 

program, the parent is accountable for the education of the child.  Since this program is 
approved by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, students who meet 
established requirements are eligible to receive TOPS funding. 

 
According to the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, approved home 
study programs do not qualify for services under the Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act (IDEA). 20 U.S.C., et seq., nor do such programs qualify for modifications and/or 
accommodations under §504 of the Rehabilitation Act or the Americans with Disabilities 
Education Act. (Adopted by the SBESE on November 15, 1984. Revised April 2002.) 
 

18. In-Home Private School Program 
A parent or group of parents may open a private school in their homes, give the school a 
name, and complete the proper forms to notify the Department of Education of the 
school’s existence.  Students enrolled in this program are not eligible for the TOPS 
program. 

 
19. ICAP (Individual Career/Academic Plan) 

A five-year plan identifying the student’s career major in high school and his goals after 
graduation. 

 
20. IDEIA 2004 

Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act  
 
21. JAFA (Jefferson Academy of Fine Arts) 



 

65 

The Jefferson Academy of Fine Arts, located at both East and West Jefferson High 
Schools, combines elements of the Talent Education Program and a school-to-career 
academy to provide professional training for students who are interested in a career in the 
arts—either as a performer or as a technician in the entertainment industry. 
 

22. Language Minority Student 
A language minority student is a student whose primary or home language is other than 
English. 

 
23. LEAP Summer Remediation Program* 

The summer remediation program offered by the LEA for the specific purpose of 
preparing students to pass the LEAP test in English/language arts or mathematics. LAA2 
students are also eligible. 

 
24. Limited English Proficient Students (LEP Students) 

A limited English proficient student refers to one who: 
a. was not born in the United States or whose native language is a language other than 

English and comes from an environment where a language other than English is 
dominant; or 

 
b. is a Native American or Alaskan Native or who is a native resident of the outlying 

areas and comes from an environment where a language other than English has had a 
significant impact on such individual’s level of English language proficiency; or 

 
c. is migratory and whose native language is other than English and comes from an 

environment where a language other than English is dominant; and has sufficient 
difficulty speaking, reading, writing, or understanding the English language and whose 
difficulties may deny such individual the opportunity to learn successfully in 
classrooms where the language of instruction is English or to participate fully in our 
society. Bilingual Education Act, 20 U.S.C. §7601 (8). 

 
25. Louisiana Educational Assessment Program (LEAP) 

The state’s testing program that includes the grades 3, 5, 6, 7, and 9 in the Louisiana 
Norm-referenced Testing Program; the grades 4 and 8 Criterion-referenced Testing 
Program including English/language arts, mathematics, social studies and science; and 
the GEE (English/language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies).  Student 
achievement levels will be reported as ADVANCED, MASTERY, BASIC, APPROACHING 
BASIC, UNSATISFACTORY. 

 
26. Primary Home Language Other Than English(PHLOTE) 
      A student whose primary or home language is other than English must complete a Home 

Language Survey (HLS) and be administered a language screening regardless of the 
language the child speaks. 

 
27. Placement 

The assignment of a student to a learning/teaching level based upon previous 
achievement. 

 
28. Promotion* 
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      A pupil’s placement from a lower to a higher grade based on local and state criteria 
contained in these Guidelines. 

 
29. Regular Placement* 

The assignment of students to classes, grades, or programs based on a set of criteria 
established in the Pupil Progression Plan.  Placement includes promotion, retention, 
remediation and acceleration. 

 
30. Remedial Programs* 

Programs designed to assist students including students with disabilities and Non/Limited 
English Proficient (LEP) students to overcome educational deficits identified through the 
Louisiana Education Assessment Program and other local criteria. 

 
31. Remediation*– See Remedial Programs, Section IV. 
 
32. Retention* 

Non-promotion of a pupil from a lower to a higher grade 
 
33. (WIDA) World Class Instructional Design and Assessment  
      A test for determining English oral and literate proficiency 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     * State Terms (from Bulletin 1566: Guidelines for Pupil Progression Plans) 
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SECTION III 
LOCAL POLICIES 

The Pupil Progression Plan is the comprehensive plan developed and adopted by 
each LEA. The plan is based on student performance on the Louisiana Educational 
Assessment Program and is aligned to state laws and BESE policies. Add any local 
pupil placement and progression policies in this section (e.g. grading policies). 
 
A. Goal of The Academic/Behavior Intervention Team (A/BIT) 

The Academic/Behavior Intervention Team (A/BIT) role is to assist general 
education teachers and parents in addressing and/or resolving academic, 
behavioral, and/or social/emotional difficulties that prevent students from 
benefitting from general education. A/BIT’s mission is to approach and arrive at 
appropriate solutions to problems in the school environment through a 
cooperative and collaborative team effort. 
 
The role of the A/BIT team is to utilize the three-tiered RTI model, A/BIT identifies 
students at risk for poor learning outcomes, monitors student progress, 
provides evidence-based interventions and adjusts the intensity and nature of 
implemented interventions based on a student’s responsiveness. By linking 
assessment and instruction, the practice of RTI gives educators a data-driven 
framework to quickly and efficiently respond to learning or behavioral problems, 
and to identify students with disabilities including mandates of Bulletin 1903. 
 
The A/BIT serves as a vehicle for parents to participate in decisions regarding 
their child; (Parental participation is a federal mandate under the Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEIA). A parent and physician’s 
request for an initial evaluation of a regular education student will be referred to 
the A/BIT for appropriate review.  

 
1. Confer with the principal to determine if a student shall be promoted or 

retained.  Students must attend summer remediation and meet the 
attendance criteria to be eligible for promotion.  The committee should 
review work samples that suggest students exhibit the ability to perform at or 
above proficiency in ELA or Math to be considered for an appeal. 
 

2. Provide a screening mechanism for possible recommendation to the 
Connections Program. 

 
3. Consider documented evidence to determine an appropriate change in 

placement for students in kindergarten through eighth grade. 
 
4. Recommend to the principal a change in placement for students who have 

been retained only when significant documentation has been reviewed the 
promotion would benefit the student’s academic growth. 

 
B.  In-School Suspension Program 

The In-School Suspension Program is a program for middle and high school 
students for non-violent, non-drug related offences.  In the ISSP, students 
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engage in instructional activities, in most cases keeping up with the classes 
they are missing due to the suspension.   

 
C.  Transfer polices for students with disabilities 
      JPPSS will follow the procedures described in Bulletin 1706:  Regulations for the 

Implementation of the Children with Exceptionalities Act for enrollment of a transferring 
student with disabilities.  

 
1.  IEPs for Students who Transfer from Public Agencies in the Same State. If a 

student with a disability (who had an IEP that was in effect in a previous public 
agency within Louisiana) transfers to a new public agency within Louisiana, and 
enrolls in a new school within the same school year, the new public agency (in 
consultation with the parents) shall provide a Free Appropriate Public Education 
(FAPE) to the student (including services comparable to those described in the 
student's IEP from the previous public agency), until the new public agency either: 
1) adopts the student's IEP from the previous public agency; or 2) develops, 
adopts, and implements a new IEP that meets the applicable requirements in §320 
through §324. (Note: refer to Bulletin 1706 §323) 

 
2.   IEPs for Students who Transfer from Another State. If a student with a disability 

(who had an IEP that was in effect in a previous public agency in another state) 
transfers to a public agency in Louisiana, and enrolls in a new school within the 
same school year, the new public agency (in consultation with the parents) shall 
provide the student with FAPE (including services comparable to those described 
in the student's IEP from the previous public agency), until the new public agency: 
1) conducts an evaluation pursuant to §305 through §307 (if determined to be 
necessary by the new public agency); and 2) develops, adopts, and implements a 
new IEP, if appropriate, that meets the applicable requirements in §320 through 
§324. (Note: refer to Bulletin 1706 §323)  

 
2. The Interim IEP shall be developed for students who have severe or low incidence 

impairments documented by a qualified professional concurrent with the conduct 
of an initial evaluation according to Bulletin 1508, Pupil Appraisal Handbook.  In 
addition:  1) An interim IEP may also be developed for students who have been 
receiving special educational services in another state concurrent with the conduct 
of an initial evaluation; and 2) An interim IEP may also be developed concurrent 
with the conduct of an initial evaluation for a student out-of-school, including 
students ages three through five, who are suspected of having a disability and for 
former special education students, through the age of twenty-two, who have left a 
public school without completing their public education by obtaining a state 
diploma. (Note: refer to Bulletin 1530 §111) 
 

D.  Describe the procedures for Interim IEPs. 
This enrollment process, from the initial entry into the LEA to placement, shall occur    
within ten school days and shall include the steps listed as follows: 
 
1. A review of all available evaluation information by pupil appraisal personnel, 
2. Approval by the LEA’s special education administrator, 
3. The development of an interim IEP in accordance with §§440-446, and 
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4. Informed parental consent for the interim placement. 
5. The duration of the completion of the evaluation and the interim placement shall 

not exceed sixty business days of receipt of parental approval, with the initial IEP 
placement document developed within thirty calendar days from the date of 
dissemination of the written evaluation report to the LEA’s special education 
administrator. 

 
*A student with a disability who attains the age of 6 by September 30th of the 
current school year, who is not enrolled in school, and does not have a current 
evaluation/IEP is ineligible for special education services. 

 
E.  Credit for Students with Exceptionalities 

In addition, the following requirements of Bulletin 741 are in effect: A student 
transferred from a state-approved school, in-or out-of state, will be allowed credit for 
work completed in the former school.  When a student transfers from one school to 
another, a properly certified transcript, showing the student’s record of attendance, 
achievement, and the units of credit earned is required. 

 
F.  Waiver for Limited English Proficient Students (LEP) 

LEP students shall participate in the statewide assessment program.  The 
Academic/Behavioral Intervention Team (A/BIT) has the authority to waive the 
State’s grade promotion policy under the following conditions: 
 

 It is the first year the student has participated in LEAP high stakes testing 
(grades 4 or 8). 
 

 A LEP student who participated in LEAP testing in 4th grade is not 
permitted a waiver in the 8th grade even if he/she did not receive a waiver 
in the 4th grade. 

 
Please note that LEP students must pass the same promotional subjects as non-
LEP students in order to be considered for promotion. 

 

G.  Guidelines for Grading LEP Students 
Limited English proficiency should not hamper the student’s access to an equal 
education (1974, Lau v. Nichols).  

 
1. Grades K-5 Grading and Accommodations for LEP Grades K – 5  

 The student who cannot comprehend the language of instruction should not be 
assigned failing grades in the content area subjects.   

 
Documented accommodations and academic interventions must be provided prior 
to assigning failing grades to a LEP student.  

 
LEP K-5 students classified as Beginner shall be graded based on participation 
using the S, N, or U scale (Satisfactory, Needs Improvement, Unsatisfactory) in all 
courses. Intermediate and advanced LEP students receive achievement grades for 
grade level work with accommodations in all courses.  The designation of 
participation or achievement grading is documented annually on the 
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Accommodation and Correlation for ELLs (ACE) form completed within 30 days of 
student enrollment. 

 
 2.  Retention of LEP Students Grades 1 - 5 

No LEP student shall be retained solely due to English proficiency.  However, 
retention of an elementary student is permissible for reasons such as excessive 
absences and failure to participate in assignments appropriate to the student’s 
proficiency level.  Accommodations are required.  The Accommodation and 
Correlation for ELLs (ACE) form, completed within 30 days of student 
enrollment, specifies the accommodations.  No failing grades can be 
assigned to a LEP student if accommodations are not given.  No LEP/ELL 
student shall fail a subject due to limited English Proficiency.  A Review and 
Recommendation for Retention of an ELL K – 5 should be completed with 
samples of accommodations given.   

 

3.  Grading and Accommodations for LEP Grades 6-12 
Achievement grading is used for 6-12 LEP students; however, accommodations 
are required.  The Accommodation and Correlation for ELLs (ACE) form, 
completed within 30 days of student enrollment, specifies the accommodations.  
No failing grades can be assigned to a LEP student if accommodations are not 
given. No LEP/ELL student shall fail a subject due to limited English Proficiency. 

 
4.  Late Enrollment Grading for International Students with No Transcripts 
 Middle School ~ International students without grades or transcripts, enrolling in 

JPPSS after the minimum number of required days of attendance has passed shall 
be graded with NG (no grade) for any term missed.  A student cannot be issued a 
grade of ―F‖ for any term which the student was not enrolled and has no transfer 
grade.  Teachers will enter comment #77 for progress reporting and report card 
entry ―Student will not receive credit due to late enrollment‖. 

 
High School ~ International students without transcripts, enrolling in JPPSS after 
the minimum number of required days of attendance has passed shall be graded 
with NG (no grade) for any term missed.  A student cannot be issued a grade of ―F‖ 
for any term which the student was not enrolled and has no transfer grade.  
Teachers will enter comment #613 for progress reporting and report card entry 
―Student will not receive credit due to late enrollment‖. 
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